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SYNOPSIS - Read Mark 1:1-11
 
Now— this might not sound like a Christmas text, but this is where 
Mark chooses to start the story. And what we’re seeing here is that 
in the writer of Mark’s mind the advent of the Christ, this 
coming of God, this is a story that goes all the way back - at 
least to the imagination of Isaiah - to a promised preparation, 
and an extended wait. To a longing, and a searching, and a 
wondering that has shaped the Hebrew peoples.  
What Mark actually has in mind is drawing out generations of 
hope and frustration and wait and anticipation and longing 
and despair all at the same time. 
Advent doesn’t end the waiting, it helps us make peace with 
it - and I think Mark gets this— in a really powerful way.
John the Baptist represents our waiting - he is waiting very 
actively: preparing the way. In his case, preaching with conviction 
that one is coming, don’t lose hope, keep heading in the right 
direction… 
Profound hope is not naive - it is what the universe is made of. 
Christmas is about God coming in the smallest, most insignificant, 
almost unnoticeable way imaginable - because sometimes that’s 
where the wait takes us.
And what Jesus reminds us - what Christmas reminds us, is that 
even in deepest dark there is always light somewhere… waiting to 
be noticed.
It's not just a throwaway line when the Christmas narrative tells us 
the angels appeared in light in darkest night.  
 
That's what the story is about: that light appears where we least 
expect it, when we least expect it. 
 

 
 

 
 

DISCUSSION  
 
1. What’s a Christmas present that you really really wanted as a 
kid? Did you get it?
 
2. Jeremy listed some of the many things that people might 
be waiting for; forgiveness, peace, transformation, direction, 
or an answer to name a few. What have you been waiting for 
during the last year? What has that experience been like for 
you?
 
3. Jeremy described two ways to approach waiting well. In 
the first, we are active. We start creating and investing 
ourselves in the place we want to go; we lean in. In the 
second, we lean on Christ to get us through what is too big 
for us – remembering and trusting that God knows the 
moment when the light feels lost, all is hopeless, and most of 
all that Jesus knows the darkness. Which approach best 
suits what you’ve been waiting for this year? Of the two 
approaches, which are you better at?
 
4. We read that John the Baptist waited actively, working to 
prepare the way for Jesus. But finding himself in prison 
began to doubt his efforts (Matthew 11). Jesus affirms him by 
referencing Isaiah, then says, “Blessed is anyone who does 
not stumble on account of me.” Have you ever waited and 
worked toward something only to find it wasn’t what you 
expected? What was that experience like for you?
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xWHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

We'd also like to ask everyone to consider whether the Noon 
service might work for you and your family. It could 
potentially be an awkward time but by moving to the Noon 
service you can help free up a seat for a visitor who might be 
exploring faith at one of our more established service times. 
 
 
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each of 
you are interested in sending in a question each week that 
you think would be good for discussion. You are the ones 
leading through these every week and know what flies and 
what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective in 
the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and I’ll 
throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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