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SYNOPSIS
 
Epiphany is the celebration of the manifestation and mission of 
Jesus in the world.  The magi’s visit, the baptism of Jesus, and the 
transfiguration are considered gospel high-points where Jesus’ 
identity appeared in the world and his mission was understood 
more fully.  The Feast of Epiphany, January 6, is the high point in 
the Christmas season in many countries around the world.  

Matthew 2:1-12, the story of the magi, was our text on Sunday.  
We considered the supporting roles of the magi and Herod to the 
central place of the Christ child in this story.  

The search for the new king brought the magi from the east, 
signalling that Jesus’ mission offers freedom to both Israel and 
Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1-12).  The story builds as Herod faces 
struggles with the truth about where the Messiah will come from – 
Bethlehem – and the magi make their way to the town.  Finally, 
after following the word of God in creation (the star) and the word 
of God in the scriptures (the prophet Micah is read by the teachers 
and priests), the magi arrive at Mary’s front door and encounter 
stillness in worship.

As we consider the heaviness of 2016 and the newness of 2017, 
may we sense the invitation to search for Jesus in this new year 
through the details of our lives.  May we take on the “bright” side of 
the struggle to make room in our lives for revelation.  May we be 
transformed through stillness in our encounters with Jesus 
wherever we may find him.

 

 

DISCUSSION 

- Read Luke 1:35-56 
 
1. Was 2016 a good, bad, or in between year for you? To what 
extent do you agree with the social media hype that 2016 was the 
"worst year ever"?

2. What does the word "epiphany" mean to you? Do you celebrate 
Epiphany in any particular way? 

3. Bobbi made reference to the metaphorical stars that serve as 
guideposts for our lives. She utilizes a "one line a day" journal to 
help make sense of the stars along the way (not always clear in 
the moment, but more visible in retrospect). As you consider 2016, 
were there any guiding stars along your path? 

4. Bobbi suggested that both these stars and scripture guide us. 
Do you find yourself more often guided by experience or scripture? 
Would you like that to be different? 

5. Bobbi indicates there are "Herods in the world" and "Herods in 
our hearts" - Herod-like behaviour being the refusal to give up our 
assumed power and give of ourselves fully. Are there places in 
your life where you feel similar insecurities as Herod? How do 
those insecurities play out in your day to day life? 

6. Bobbi framed her sermon around three seasons of life - 
searching, struggle, and stillness. Which (if any) season best 
describes your life now? Why do you think that?
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

Women’s Brunch - Coming up on January 28th  
 
Backstory - A backstory is the history behind the story; the 
past behind the settings, characters, and events of a main 
story. Backstory at Commons takes us into the history of 
Christianity and the biblical texts to help us understand why 
and how we exist today.

If you are new to the Christian story or just looking to ground 
yourself in the story of God consider joining us for this four 
week course. 

We will meet over four Tuesdays: February 7, 14, 21, 28 at 
7:00pm at the church.  
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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