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SYNOPSIS
 
Forgiveness is hard. More than that, forgiveness hurts. There is a 
very real grief that comes when you realize that to forgive means 
you will not be getting even - that things won’t ever be made fair. 
We start this series by talking about what forgiveness isn’t. Jeremy 
used the story of the prodigal son - and how as a narrative, there 
is nothing controversial in the way the father comes and greets his 
lost son - in fact, everyone that would have heard this story at the 
time would have agreed that it was good and Godly for the father 
to forgive. In some way, we are meant to see ourselves in each of 
these characters: the son who needs welcome, the father who 
offers it completely, and the brother who withholds his grace and 
forgiveness — that’s part of depth and beauty of these types of 
stories. 
But… given the context for the story, and given the audience 
Jesus is addressing: who is he really asking us to see ourselves 
in? It’s the older brother, right?
This older brother who refuses to forgive his sibling and then takes 
it out on his dad - he is only one left suffering at the end of the 
story. 
Forgiveness is a process, and sometimes it’s a very long one. And 
yes - forgiveness starts with remembering and there is time to hold 
on to that hurt so you can heal. But eventually, if you don’t start to 
let go you will find yourself on the outside, frustrated and lonely, 
drained of passion, and wondering why you can’t celebrate 
anything anymore.
Forgiveness is a gift… and when you get to offer that to someone 
it is beautiful because it is divine… 

but forgiveness will never be as transformative for anyone in the 
world as it will be for you…

 

 

 
DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Luke 15:11-32 

1. Jeremy opened the sermon/series with the idea that sometimes 
we need to free ourselves from "back there", so we can get to 
"what's here". Did a particular experience of hurt or forgiveness 
come to mind for you when this was said, or perhaps an act of 
forgiveness you've witnessed? 


2. In discussing what forgiveness is not, Jeremy first said that 
forgiveness isn't a moment. He suggested that understanding 
how we've been hurt, and not being ready to forgive are important 
parts of the forgiveness process. Have you ever felt pressure to 
forgive someone quickly? 


3. What’s your experience with immediate forgiveness - either 
giving or receiving? What's your experience with forgiveness as a 
much longer process (remembering, grieving, hurting, 
acknowledging, and possibly eventually being set free)?


4. Next, Jeremy said that forgiveness isn't forgetting. He said part 
of the process is naming the hurt that has been done to us. Who 
do you think it's important that we name this hurt to? 


5. Last, Jeremy said that forgiveness isn't for them. He indicated 
that we were built to forgive, not carry around our pain. To what 
extent do you agree? 


6. Jeremy briefly suggested the idea that perhaps there is a need 
to forgive God for something that has happened to us.  
Have you considered that you may need to forgive God for 
something? Where might you be along the process of forgiveness 
for this?


Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

Women’s Brunch - Coming up on January 28th  
 
Backstory - A backstory is the history behind the story; the 
past behind the settings, characters, and events of a main 
story. Backstory at Commons takes us into the history of 
Christianity and the biblical texts to help us understand why 
and how we exist today.

If you are new to the Christian story or just looking to ground 
yourself in the story of God consider joining us for this four 
week course. 

We will meet over four Tuesdays: February 7, 14, 21, 28 at 
7:00pm at the church.  
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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