
“In Kalende, the Community Based 
Organisation (CBO) coordinator, 
Fred, used to teach at the 

community school. He would walk to 
work each day, passing by a home where 
a little girl who was not in school lived. 
Most days, she would follow him to where 
he was teaching and sit, watching. Now, 
six years later, that little girl, Lesiana*, is 
in grade 7 thanks to Fred. Lesiana loves 
school, especially her religious education 
class. Lesiana is active in her youth group 
and serves in her church regularly. But 
her story began even before this time.

Lesiana lives with her mother, Bupe* and 
her 5 younger siblings in a small house 
in Kalende. Her father divorced Bupe 
when Lesiana was only 10 years old and 
subsequently, things became very difficult 
for their family. When Lesiana’s father 
left the community, the Care Workers 
welcomed Lesiana and 3 of her siblings to 
the Care Point, providing them with access 
to education, and health care, plus the 
nutritious meals being served every day. 
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The Regional Support team and 
local office in Luanshya are 
dedicated to working closely with 
the Care Workers in Kalende on 
the importance of visiting children 
in their homes. At the beginning of 
2016, Holy Home Visits were not 
happening on a consistent basis. 
As the local office visited Kalende 
weekly, encouraging and modelling 
Holy Home Visits to the Care 
Workers, a renewed commitment to 
visiting children in their home was 
seen in the second half of the year.  
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Coming together 
to care

The youngest siblings, 3-year-old twin girls, 
are not enrolled yet, but focussing on just 
these 2 children, eases the burden for Bupe.

Bupe is in poor health and often relies on 
Lesiana to help out with work to support the 
family. The Care Workers are continuing to 
build a strong, committed relationship with 
Bupe in an effort to learn more about how 
they can support her health needs. When 
she is well, Bupe works hard doing difficult 
work, making bricks or charcoal, activities 
that are very physically demanding. 

In 2016, Team Luanshya, from Hands at 
Work, the Care Workers from Kalende, 
and the Kensington Commons team came 
together to help with repairs to the home 
of this family. Together, they made bricks, 
purchased iron sheets and greatly improved 
the safety of the home for Bupe and her 
children. 


