
SYNOPSIS
 
The sermon by the sea sequence in Matthew 13 is our focus 
for the next 5 weeks, leading up to Holy Week. It’s presented 
as a sermon that Jesus gives to a large audience. In this 
sermon, Jesus seems to move from a time of teaching into a 
time of storytelling - using parables to begin to explain the 
actual kingdom of God that he represents.  
 
We started this first week with the parable of the sower and 
the seeds. This story is about a successful farmer with lots of 
land to cover, who’s got more seed than he could possibly 
exhaust - and so he just goes crazy with it.  
 
He scatters some on the path, he drops some on the risky 
soil, he throws some into the bushes, and yes, of course, he 
makes sure that his fields get covered as well.  
This parable image is a picture of how God freely gives 
Jesus to all - everyone and anyone. 

It is an image of extravagant, hand-delivered grace. 
There is no one that is not worth God’s investment…
There is no one that God won’t take a chance on…
There is no one that God won’t reveal his son to…
 
and that is actually the key for reading this parable.  

DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Matthew 13:1-9

1. Do you have a favourite parable? Why does it resonate 
with you? 
 
2. What did you think when Jeremy spoke of the idea that 
Jesus changed and grew as he got older and as the stories 
in the gospels progressed? 
 
3. How have you traditionally understood the parable of The 
Sower & The Seed? What was it like for you to consider 
Jesus as the seed? 
 
4. Did Jesus show up anywhere you didn't expect this 
week? 
 
5. What are your spiritual practices for reflecting on where 
Jesus is present to you? How do you pay attention?  

6. As we continue through the season of Lent, have you 
thought about these questions, and how is it going?  
- What can I give up, or fast from, that will bring spiritual and 
emotional clarity into my life?
- What might I take up, that could form some new 
neurological pathways in my mind and be healthy for by 
body?  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
 
AGM - Commons’ annual general meeting is March 8, 2017. 
Please join us! If you are a member please remember to sign 
the membership roll at the connection centre desk.  
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

Weekend University - Join us for a conversation led by 
presenters from Vibrant Communities Calgary where we'll be 
looking at the realities and opportunities for involvement with 
poverty in Calgary.  
We'll also look at what it means to be a 'global citizen,' in a 
discussion led by the Calgary Centre for Global Community: 
What does it look like to use a humanistic approach to 
address poverty and injustice? How can our choices and 
engagement with people and communities, both locally and 
globally, work to make positive change in the world?  
 
And finally, we'll have various members of our community, 
who are engaged in poverty alleviation, development, and 
justice initiatives available to speak about their work and the 
opportunities to get involved. 

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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