
SYNOPSIS
 
This week we talked about the parable of the weeds. Jesus 
tells us that his kingdom includes weeds and wheat, and he’s 
not surprised and he’s not alarmed - and not only that - he 
actually goes out of his way to hire workers to make sure that 
everyone in his field is cared for and tended to and given 
every opportunity to grow into something beautiful.  
 
You see the point of this parable is not just that there are 
weeds and wheat mingled together in the world - the point is  
you can’t tell the difference… we simply can’t know what will 
grow out of a person's life and when we try - when we try to 
write their story in our head what happens is that we actually 
cause more damage to the kingdom than they ever could.  
I mean think about that: Jesus is more concerned about his 
disciples writing people off than he is about the evil one 
infiltrating his field…
 
This is not a parable telling us that our choices don't matter, 
this is not a parable telling us that weeds and wheat and are 
all the same thing in the end. This is a parable telling us that 
the story isn't finished yet - and none of us know where it will 
go. You see when God looks at us in this singular moment, 
this snapshot of our lives that we often want to judge each 
other on, he doesn't see a weed or a seed. What he sees is 
story that continues to grow and unfold and take shape and 
root…

DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

1. What do you think of the idea that Jesus speaks in parables 
because he knows that he can’t explain kingdom to you or force 
kingdom on you because the kingdom of God is something that 
can only ever be discovered?

2. Jeremy described the way Jesus turned people’s expectations 
of Him upside down. Have you ever had an experience where 
what you knew you wanted/had to do was radically different than 
what other people expected of you?

3. In the parable of the weeds, the farmer instructs the workers not 
to remove the weeds, but instead to nurture everything in the field 
and it will be sorted at harvest. Did this parable speak to you more 
as someone who judges or labels others? Or as someone who’s 
been judged or labelled? How so?

4. Did this sermon lead you to rethink your opinion of someone 
you may have previously characterized as weed or wheat? How 
so?

5. Do you agree that we lack the “technology” to distinguish 
between weeds and wheat?

6. If we give up our role as sorters of weed and wheat, what does 
it cost us? What does it cost the church? What do we stand to 
gain?
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 

Weekend University - Coming up on Saturday at 1:30pm 
Join us for a conversation led by presenters from Vibrant 
Communities Calgary where we'll be looking at the realities 
and opportunities for involvement with poverty in Calgary.  
We'll also look at what it means to be a 'global citizen,' in a 
discussion led by the Calgary Centre for Global Community: 
What does it look like to use a humanistic approach to 
address poverty and injustice? How can our choices and 
engagement with people and communities, both locally and 
globally, work to make positive change in the world?  
 
And finally, we'll have various members of our community, 
who are engaged in poverty alleviation, development, and 
justice initiatives available to speak about their work and the 
opportunities to get involved. 

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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