
SYNOPSIS
 
This week we talked about the parables of the mustard seed and 
the leavened bread. It immediately follows two significant parables 
that we’ve discussed in weeks past, but there are no explanations 
offered by Jesus for these two short parables. Regardless, there is 
a lot of important things being said in these stories. 
 
A mustard seed had become a sort of proverbial reference in the 
ancient world to something very small, and this is a conventional 
story where Jesus is creating a contrast between a well known 
example of something that starts out small but grows in surprising 
ways.  
In two short verses Jesus has told us that the true kingdom starts 
so small you can barely notice it, and it grows into something you 
may barely recognize because it shows up in places you didn’t 
expect… and it welcomes those you might not even want to 
acknowledge into its embrace. But, Jesus is not done yet…
 
Because next, he says that the kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until 
it worked all through the dough. Sixty pounds! 
She is not preparing for a tiny family meal - she is baking for a 
party!. The image here is extravagant, loving, inviting, welcoming 
grace that has more than enough for everyone. 
Jesus continues and says the kingdom starts in the smallest 
gesture of grace you can imagine, and it grows into something you 
are scarcely prepared to recognize, because it invites those you 
think are your enemies…
and then it’s like he says “trust me - it’s going to be okay - because 
there is more than enough to go around.”

DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Matthew 13:31-33

1. Did this message about the parable of the mustard seed 
and the parable of the leaven refocus or change your 
understanding of the parable of the weeds and/or parable of 
the sower from the weeks before? 

2. It was suggested that the "birds of the air" are a metaphor 
for the those his followers would be least likely to expect to 
have a place in his Kingdom. Who would be the birds in your 
mustard tree? 

3. Jeremy said that Jesus "didn't skip a beat" when 
referencing God as feminine in the parable of the leaven. 
How comfortable is it for you to imagine feminine attributes of 
God? Can you think of other parables that feature women? 

4. Have you had an experience of something that started 
small in your life that God has worked into something 
bigger? 

5. What do you think when it was said that we have to take 
the Bible on it’s terms — not ours… like if we try to treat the 
Bible as if it was science textbook or an unbiased historical 
source it’s going to disappoint us? Have you done this in the 
past or been a part of a community that has?
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FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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