
TALES FROM THE EXODUS: Part 1

DISCUSSION

Read: Exodus 1:8-2:14

1. The Hebrews wanted to remember where they came 
from. Do you have a story of memory helping you to 
navigate well through a particularly difficult or intense 
time/process/situation?

2. It can be painful to remember the past. Sometimes if 
there are things that we would sooner not remember it 
is less painful just to forget. But, if as Jeremy 
suggested, there is value to remembering, how can 
we as a community help those whose memories are 
painful?

3. If you consider you feelings and thoughts how do you 
feel and think about the 'foreigner'? How do these 
thoughts and feelings play out in your attitude and 
actions when you encounter a ‘foreigner'? Who are 
the ‘foreigners’ in our culture?

4. Pharaoh orders the death of innocent babies and 
actually thinks people will do it because he’s Pharaoh. 
Can you think of a time when you (or someone who 
affected you greatly) got caught up and really bought 
into yourself at the expense of others?

5. Memories and remembering as in the tradition of the 
Hebrew people telling the story of Moses were 
disciplines. How can we do the same and practice the 
discipline of remembering our pasts?

QUOTES

You realize that God is letting this happen to you now to 
teach you something, to show you something, or to love 
you in a new way. Basically you switch from the fixing, 
fully understanding, and controlling mode to the trusting, 
listening, and allowing mode. Then you start allowing the 
Divine Flow instead of stopping it with a no and a 
question mark.

Richard Rohr

SYNOPSIS
        



The Nile river that was supposed to kill baby Moses 
becomes the means for salvation and blessing.
Here we find that not only does God work in mysterious 
ways, the truth is, sometimes he works in ways that seem 
down right counter intuitive.

Now we can’t be simplistic or naive about this. We can’t 
pretend that every difficult thing we experience will 
eventually land on some great blessing on the other side.
Life doesn’t always work that way.

But we can remember that not only is God aware of our 
struggle, he is somehow also actively engaged with our 
story, working in the midst of our struggle, acting to bring 
us through to where he wants us to be.

TAKE AWAYS

A Prayer for Peace:

A hymn of praise for fists unclenched
Alleluias for ammunition abandoned
Guns dropped and forgotten, 
bombs defused, and harmless! 
Thanks for rusting tanks,
for jet fighters permanently left on runaways done away 
with

This hope hovers on our lips 
the horizon of your kingdom in our hearts
a space where
there are no soldiers— 

only your children, beloved and loving, 
laughing, helping, caring, creating.

It will come the day we remember to pray and to act
to believe and to enact
to always counter evil with good and violence with peace
to embrace their lack as the partner to our abundance.

Your kingdom and your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.

Amen

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Retreat - Nov 7-9  
Don;t miss this chance to get out of the city and explore 
new rhythms with God and each other. All the details at 
commonschurch.org/event/fall-retreat/ 

• Donations -  we are now ready to processing donations 
through our website or you can sign up for automatic 
donations. We appreciate your support 
commonschurch.org/donate/

• Dinner Party Network - we are scheduling dinner 
parties now. If you’re interested in hosting or attending 
sign up online  
commonschurch.org/dinner-party-network/ 

http://www.commonschurch.org/event/fall-retreat/
http://commonschurch.org/donate/
http://commonschurch.org/dinner-party-network/


STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

http://commonschurch.org
http://facebook.com/commonschurch
http://www.twitter.com/commonschurch
mailto:info@commonschurch.org
http://youtube.com/commonschurch
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/kensington-commons-church/id160178986?mt=2

