
TALES FROM THE EXODUS: Part 5

DISCUSSION

Read: Exodus 14:5-31

1. What have you heard or thought about the plague 
narrative? Is there anything there that resonates with 
you or does it bring up more questions than answers? 
What kind of questions come up for you when you 
read that story?

2. What do you think about the hardening of Pharaoh's 
heart? Do you think God has more to do with it than 
allowing Pharaoh to be his "bent" self? Do you think 
God hardens hearts to make a point about himself 

How have you heard that part of the story interpreted 
before?

3. In the larger group of Israelites moving through the 
Red Sea, we mentioned how it would seem 
impossible to know the whole scope of what God was 
doing. Do you think we also lose sight of the larger 
scenes of God redeeming the whole world to himself? 
Do you think you've ever caught a glimpse of that 
larger picture? Can you share an example?

4. Joel suggested that sometimes it is difficult to take 
ownership for our negative feelings i.e. "that person is 
making me angry". Can you speak about a time our a 
reoccurring pattern of this in your life?

5. Are you more naturally inclined to wait on God or act 
for yourself?

QUOTES

The heart will not change until the mind relinquishes 
control.

Richard Rohr

SYNOPSIS
        
In our own faith stories we vacillate between these two 
tensions all the time - God is saving, yet we are required 
to do some acting… there is almost always cooperation 
required. The question we are left to wrestle with is: are 



we in a season of waiting for God's voice, or are we 
supposed to be acting and moving on our own?

God’s grace is very present in the cooperation because 
he understands us, he cares for us, and he wants us to 
know how faithful he is…

TAKE AWAYS

1.The point of the crossing of the Red Sea is that there 
are things going on that are bigger than we can 
understand - that we can't always see the grander saving 
of humanity that God is up to because of his great 
redemptive character - even if we get lost in the hurts or 
joys of our sometimes overwhelming circumstances. 

2. The miracle can be found in the parting of the sea, but 
also, despite human beings’ broken defaults to doubt 
God, to run or hide from him, to curse him, to look for 
easy ways out that aren’t his ways - the miracle is also in 
God’s loving pursuit of us despite all that…

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Membership Class - Have you ever wondered about 
how our community governs itself and makes collective 
decisions? Have you decided that this is a commute 
where you would like to put down roots and invest? 
Then we invite you to join us for our very first 
membership class - Nov 29 1pm 
commonschurch.org/events

• Bake Sale for Justice -  Thank you to everyone who 
helped make it happen. All total over $7000 was raised 
for Servants Anonymous Foundation and International 
Justice Mission  
commonschurch.org/events

• Dinner Party Network - we are scheduling dinner 
parties now. If you’re interested in hosting or attending 
sign up online  
commonschurch.org/dinner-party-network/ 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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