
TALES FROM THE EXODUS: Part 7

DISCUSSION

Read: Exodus 32:1-6

1. What do you imagine when you imagine God?

2. Jeremy discussed that the Egyptian empire shaped 
their narrative by leaving out any details that didn't 
make them look like a mighty empire. This isn't just 
something that the Egyptian empire did, empires 
through the ages have engaged in this practice, 
including our present one. How has the way in which 
Canada tells its story affected the way that you see 
people and your own story?

3. Can you share about an embarrassing story from your 
past? 

4. Does your family or maybe your group of friends have 
a story that it tells over and over. And as you tell it it 
the details shift and change in order to project a better 
version of you or the circumstances of the story?

5. Jeremy suggested that these moments in our stories 
that we would rather forget have the potential to bring 
about healing and wholeness.The Jewish people for 
example kept stories of their wanderings and 
disobedience in their histories instead of editing them 
out. Do you have any pieces that are painful or 
embarrassing from your story, but you've kept and 
allowed others to enter into, because you have 
learned from them?

6. The problem with the golden calf was not just Idolatry, 
rather it was the problem of what does it mean to 
worship God well. It is easy to worship at an image of 
a bull because bulls represent strength fertility and 
blessing. Its harder to worship God in the face of 
struggle and hardship. Where is it easy for you to 
worship God? Where is it hard for you to worship 
God? 

QUOTES

To be in the presence of even the meanest, lowest, most 
repulsive specimen of humanity in the world is still to be 
closer to God than when looking up into a starry sky or at 
a beautiful sunset. –Mike Mason



SYNOPSIS
        
The real problem of the golden calf is not just about 
replacing God with something else, it’s about boxing him 
off and confining him down to very specific areas of your 
life.

That’s what the Israelites are doing here. God represents 
blessing to them, so they represent him with an image of 
blessing, a golden calf.

God says, No, you’re not supposed to make an image of 
me because I’m not interested in being one small part of 
your life.

In fact that’s why I already gave you my image and put it 
somewhere it couldn’t be ignored.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, in 
our likeness”
Genesis 1:26 NIV11

TAKE AWAYS

1. It is not just about the terrible ways in which you have 
abandoned God and worshipped false idols but perhaps 
the more insidious ways in which we all exclude God from 
certain areas of our lives.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Membership Class - If you missed the membership 
class contact us to arrange a one-on-one meeting

• membership@commonschurch.org 

• Africa 2015 - We are in the early stages of pulling 
together our Short Term Team that will travel to the 
Kalende community in Northern Zambia this coming 
summer. We have been involved with Kalende for 
several years now though our partnership with Hands at 
Work so we’re excited to return and continue our 
investment in this community. 
commonschurch.org/event/zambia-team-2015/ 

• Dinner Party Network - we are scheduling dinner 
parties now. If you’re interested in hosting or attending 
sign up online  
commonschurch.org/dinner-party-network/ 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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