
TALES FROM THE EXODUS: Part 8

DISCUSSION

Read: Exodus 20:1-17

1. Have you experienced people trying to use the 10 
commandments as a moral rule, out of their relational 
context? What was that experience like for you? How 
did it work or not work?

2. How different do the stories of Moses look when you 
try and read them in the light of Christ? Considering 
the loving, graceful way that God introduces the 
decalogue to Moses and the Israelites, do you see 
Jesus' life as a continuation of the story started in the 
10 commandments in Exodus 20? What parallels do 

you notice between the promises of God in Exodus 20 
and Jesus story?

3. Some of the Rabbis taught that the 10th 
commandment (Exodus 20:17) was actually a promise 
because it couldn’t be measured. In English we use 
‘shall’ for the imperative and ‘will’ for the future tense. 
In Hebrew though it’s all the same. “You will do 
something", could be either a command or a promise. 
What do you think about Ex 20:17? How does this 
change your perspective?

4. At points in your journey have you felt like your 
spirituality has been dominated by rules & drudgery? 
Do you see the difference and find freedom in viewing 
the decalogue as an expression of love if we trust 
God?

QUOTES

The 10 Commandments are not first set in stone. They 
are first set in a story. –Jeremy Duncan

SYNOPSIS
        
The 10 commandments have to come at the end of the 
story of Moses because they only truly make sense when 
we’ve already learned what it means to trust that God is 
for us and we only truly understand that not through his 
rules but when we see that he comes to save us.



TAKE AWAYS

1. If we can learn to trust God, perhaps we can find a life 
free from all of the unhealthy desires that drive us mad. 
Think of ways you can let go of “want’ this Christmas.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Christmas Eve - Join is at 5pm, 7pm or 11pm for a 
simple service celebrating the coming of Christ into our 
world.

• Africa 2015 - We are in the early stages of pulling 
together our Short Term Team that will travel to the 
Kalende community in Northern Zambia this coming 
summer. We have been involved with Kalende for 
several years now though our partnership with Hands at 
Work so we’re excited to return and continue our 
investment in this community. 
commonschurch.org/event/zambia-team-2015/ 

• Dinner Party Network - we are scheduling dinner 
parties now. If you’re interested in hosting or attending 
sign up online  
commonschurch.org/dinner-party-network/ 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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