
REVELATION RESPONSIBLY: Part 4

DISCUSSION

Read: Revelation 6 and 7

1. Jeremy suggested that scripture is “not flat”. In other 
words all scripture is important, just not equally so. What 
dos this mean to you? 

2. At the half way mark of our series on the book of 
Revelation, what are your thoughts so far?

3. In unpacking the imagery of the four horsemen we see 
that John means to connect them to an illusory sense of 
security wrapped up in borders, law, economy, and just 
about everything else. It would be easy for us to say that 
only 'The Empire' is guilty of this but it seems like John's 
intent is to implicate us all in these systems of false 
security. What do you think of this idea? If it’s true, how 
do we as Christ followers walk in the tension between 
needing to pay bills and trusting the Lamb?

 
4. Jeremy talked about the contrast between the pax 
romana and the peace of God. An emperor that would kill 
to make peace and a savior who died for a chance to 
draw us near to him. Do you ever stop and think about 
the difference in these two approaches? What do you 
think about this contrast? How does this play out in 
contemporary life?

5. Ultimately the security we place in external things fail, 
whether its in the amount of money we can earn, or in 
trying to legislate our version or morality it all fails. The 
hope of the lamb is that the world and people are 
transformed from within, transformed through the life of 
the one who is on the throne. How do we live this? How 
do we as community of Christ followers take part in being 
transformed in this way?

5. Jeremy reminded us that the lamb is an image of 
goodness that overcomes all. Do you ever have trouble 
believing this? 

QUOTES

The emperor seems to provide us with profound peace 
since there are no wars any longer, but can he then 
provide us peace from fever too, or from shipwreck, or 
from fire, or from earthquake? He cannot. From 
absolutely none of these things can he provide peace.

Epictetus



SYNOPSIS
        
John tells us that armies will always be vulnerable to 
other armies, laws will never be able to truly transform our 
hearts, and economies will never be able to guarantee 
our security, because life will always be fraught with 
vulnerability regardless what government we give our 
allegiance to.

But even after he builds up this image of bit by bit and 
piece by piece until we are fully completely implicated in 
the brokenness of this world when he pulls back the 
curtain to revealing God’s true character to us,

It’s not wrath that we see,
it’s not retribution that we witness,
it’s not the outcome we would have expected given the 
story he’s been telling us,

because when we actually see God’s response in the 
lead up tot he final seal, it is grace and salvation, so great 
it can’t even be counted.

TAKE AWAYS

1. If you get stuck in reading Revelation and start to lose 
hope, keep reading. This is how the book works. t builds 
images of despair only to surprise us with God’s grace.


READING LIST

Craig Koester - Revelation and the End of All Things
Michael Gorman - Reading Revelation Responsibly
Paul Spilsbury - The Throne, The Lamb, and the Dragon
Richard Baukham - The Theology of the Book of 
Revelation
G.K. Beale - The Book of Revelation

See the 2014-15 Journal for a write up Koester’s book. 
This is where I would recommend starting.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Book Club - Meeting March 7 to discuss Love in the 
Time of Cholera - details at commonschurch.org/events 

• Adult Baptism - are happening during the Easter 
season. Talk to us if you would like to be baptized 
yourself.

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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