
REVELATION RESPONSIBLY: Part 5

DISCUSSION

Read: Revelation 8-11

1. Jeremy defined a couple of ways that one can 
understand the book of Revelation. The first was a futurist 
reading in which every scene has to have a 
corresponding event in human history. Another was 
preterist reading in which everything in Revelation has 
already happened and it itself is nothing more than a 
history textbook. Have you guys encountered these kind 
of viewpoints about Revelation in the past? Where did 
you encounter them and what do you think of them?

2. John paints the picture that even after wrath and 
violence we remain unchanged. That these things are 
poor motivators on our way to change. Have you ever 
thought about the powerlessness of violence to change 
anything even when that violence looks like it belongs to 
God?

3. What does it mean for you to hope in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ?

4. What does it mean for you and for Commons as a 
community to live in a way that lines up with being a 
witness to the truth of God?

5. What do you think about the idea that - yes - we are 
seeing and have been seeing end times events, and have 
been since Christ ascended? How does this change how 
you interact with the world today? 

QUOTES

The two witnesses here represent the Christian Church. 
Judgment and calamity do not convert the world. What 
changes lives is the martyr-witness of the Church. But if 
that is true, what does that say about all-too-comfortable 
Christians and churches in the west? What witness do we 
have to offer the world? 
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SYNOPSIS
        
When that spirit illuminates your reading and enlivens 
your eyes to see this text present in your world, grab a 
hold of that, take comfort from that, thank God for that 
unique apokalupsis in your life.
but…



Our speculation about the future only comes after we 
have done the hard work to understand the larger literary 
context of what John is doing in this letter.

TAKE AWAYS

1. Reflect on where you see Revelation speaking about 
your world right now


READING LIST

Craig Koester - Revelation and the End of All Things
Michael Gorman - Reading Revelation Responsibly
Paul Spilsbury - The Throne, The Lamb, and the Dragon
Richard Baukham - The Theology of the Book of 
Revelation
G.K. Beale - The Book of Revelation

See the 2014-15 Journal for a write up Koester’s book. 
This is where I would recommend starting.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Book Club - Meeting March 7 to discuss Love in the 
Time of Cholera - details at commonschurch.org/events 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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