
REVELATION RESPONSIBLY: Part 7

DISCUSSION

Read: Revelation 13-18

1. How have you previously understood the imagery of 
the beast and the harlot from Revelation?

2. What do you think of the metaphor of "empire" as a 
symptom of cosmic evil in the world?

3. Jeremy talked about a bigger imagination of “God 
versus evil” not just “God versus ‘a satan’ figure” - how 
does that change how you see a battle taking place? 

4. What do you think of John's critique of the religious 
status quo? Especially for those of us here in the West?

5. What are the hard questions that you as an individual 
and we as a community need to ask ourselves into order 
to better come in line with and be shaped by Christ?

6. Jeremy suggested that the hope of Jesus Christ is that 
the world can be better than it is. Looking around the 
world today, is it hard for you to believe this? How can we 
figure out more of what our part is to help things get 
better?

QUOTES

Christ allows the worst thing that could possible happen 
to a human being to happen to him and it doesn’t end him 
— because Christ unmasks evil for what it is, empty.

SYNOPSIS

What John is doing here is giving us images drawn from 
his world, not so that we can be critical of Rome, but so 
that the spirit of God can come and speak and challenge, 
us about the phenomenon of ‘empire’, and ‘false religion’, 
and ‘oppressive economics’ in our world.

TAKE AWAYS

1. Take a long hard look at your politics, religion, and 
economics. Do they look like Jesus? If not, what are you 
ready to change.




READING LIST

Craig Koester - Revelation and the End of All Things
Michael Gorman - Reading Revelation Responsibly
Paul Spilsbury - The Throne, The Lamb, and the Dragon
Richard Baukham - The Theology of the Book of 
Revelation
G.K. Beale - The Book of Revelation

See the 2014-15 Journal for a write up Koester’s book. 
This is where I would recommend starting.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT KENSINGTON COMMONS

• Moms Group - A new opportunity for Moms with young 
kids to connect - details at commonschurch.org/events 

• Book Club - Thanks to all all those who came out for 
book club on Saturday. Here's to one year of great 
reads. Next up Kiran Desai's, multiple award winning 
novel, The Inheritance of Loss. - details at 
commonschurch.org/events

• Easter - Join us for Palm Sunday (11AM + 7PM), Good 
Friday (11AM) and Resurrection Sunday (11AM + 7PM)

• Stations of the Cross will be available Tuesday March 
31 and Wednesday April 1 from 9AM to 9PM for you to 
come, reflect, pray, and prepare for Easter.

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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