
likeJESUS: Part 2 - the power god

DISCUSSION

Read: Philippians 2:5-11

1. What image of God do you have when you think about 
His power and strength?

2. How have you seen the Church and Christianity 
imagine Gods power and strength?

3. There are pieces of scripture that can be pretty 
uncomfortable when we try to understand God's use of 
his power and strength. Are there pieces of scripture 
make you uncomfortable in this way?

4. Jeremy suggested that the quality that makes God God 
is not that He uses His power to control - the quality that 

makes God God is that he uses his power to give away. 
What do you think of this concept?

5. In what ways have you experienced God's power in 
your life? 

QUOTES

There’s a difference between being so powerful that you 
are driven to prove it to everyone and being infinitely 
powerful where the only thing left is to give it all away. 

Jeremy Duncan 

SYNOPSIS

My paraphrase of the Philippians hymn:

Jesus was God and so he never felt like being God was 
something to grasp. Instead, being God, he acted like 
God.

And he poured himself out. He gave himself away. He 
humbled himself. He offered himself. He did what God 
does.

And being found as God is found in the face of those who 
are weak and in need, in the experience of suffering and 
hope combined.

He was, all of a sudden, paradoxically worthy of all that 
he had ever given away.



So God celebrated that by declaring that ever knee 
should bow and tongue confess, not because Jesus took 
the power to force them, but precisely because he chose 
to invites us to do so instead.

TAKE AWAY

What is one way you can give your power away this 
week to someone who needs it? voice, resources, 
strength, etc.


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS CHURCH

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• BACKSTORY - A backstory is the history behind the 
story; the past behind the settings, characters, and 
events of a main story. “Backstory” at Commons takes 
us into the history of Christianity and the biblical texts to 
help us understand why and how we exist today. 
 
Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 from 6:30-7:30pm childcare provided  
Sign up at commonschurch.org/backstory 

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 

Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

• RETREAT - Oct 16-18  
Our fall retreat for 2015 will be held at Kamp Kiwanis 
just outside the city. This year, our presenter will be Dr. 
Preston Pouteaux from Lake Ridge Community Church 
in Chestermere. This is a family event.

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
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