
ABRAHAM: Part 6

DISCUSSION

Read: Genesis 18:20-19:29

1. In the past how have you understood the story of 
Sodom and Gomorrah?

2. In this series so far we have looked at some difficult 
stories in the life of Abraham. Can you think of other 
stories in the Bible that you have had a difficult time 
interacting with?
 
3. What do you think of scripture’s suggestion that the 
story of Sodom and Gomorrah should be a caution to us 
today about empty religion, mistreating the vulnerable, 
and inhospitable attitudes towards the strangers in our 
world rather than a story about two specific cities in the 

ancient world? cf Is 1:10-13, Ezek 16:49, Jer 23:13, Mt 
10:12-15, Jude 1:7

4. There seems to be a sense that God’s judgement can 
either burn away the impurities in us, leaving us better, or 
if we have only cultivated greed and selfishness and 
wickedness — it can consume us completely, leaving 
nothing behind. What does that tell you about the heart of 
God's judgement? 

5. We see that in this story YWHW stands in contrast to 
other pagan gods. YWHW, by coming down to Abraham 
and allowing himself to be bargained with, shows that he 
is not capricious and calloused - he is in fact a God of 
relationship. Does this give you confidence to go back 
and look at some of the difficult stories in the Bible, 
perhaps with this new understanding?

QUOTES

That because this God is universal and omnipotent, 
humankind needs assurance that His almighty power is 
not indiscriminately applied and that He is not capricious 
like the pagan gods.  

Nahum Sarna 

SYNOPSIS 

In the ancient world the gods were angry and vindictive. 
As strange as it might seem to us today, this story wasn’t 
told to scare Hebrew children at night, it was told to 
reassure the Hebrews that this God YHWH was more 



gracious, more trustworthy, and more reasonable than 
they ever dared hope. It was a story designed to 
compare God to the pagan gods. 


TAKE AWAY

This is an easy story to say, “it’s about them not me”. 
Reflect on how God might be speaking to you through 
scriptures you have previously ignored. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS CHURCH

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• BAKE SALE + WEEKEND UNIVERSITY - Join us 
Saturday to raise money to sponsor a refugee family 
and stay to learn about immigration issues locally here 
in Calgary and globally around the world.  
November 14 10AM to 4PM

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 
Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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