
ABRAHAM: Part 8

DISCUSSION

Read: Genesis 22

Also: check youtube.com/commonschurch for a Q+R 
Follow Up to some of the most commons questions and 
comments during the series

1. What was most eye-opening to you through this 
Abraham series? What has been the most difficult to 
digest? 

2. What do you think of Richard Dawkins' strong criticism 
of the Binding of Isaac story? Have you had similar 
questions or hesitations when you've thought about this 
story? 

3. We were told that in this story in Hebrew, God says 
"Please."  What do you think of that? What do you think 
our society and culture says about speaking with grace 
and openness and kindness? Is it more considered a fault 
or weakness? What does it mean for us if that is not the 
case?

4. Read Genesis 22:4 - what do you make of the "we" 
when Abraham says this, even though he knows what 
has been asked of him? (Is he lying to his son?
Is he hoping that he somehow misheard God?
Is he simply trusting that things will somehow turn for the 
good… that “we” will actually return?)

5. What do you think of the notion that yes, God wants us 
to obey him, but more than that, God wants us to know 
him well enough to ask why he wants us to do 
something? Does that change how you view your 
relationship to God? 

6. Can you think of a time in your life when maybe God 
was speaking, leading, or asking you to do something 
and you didn't want to hear? Maybe you pretended you 
didn’t understand what the scriptures were saying, or 
maybe you simply ignored him as you heard his spirit... 

QUOTES

A modern moralist cannot help but wonder how a child 
could ever recover from such psychological trauma. By 
the standards of modern morality, this disgraceful story is 
an example simultaneously of child abuse, bullying in two 
asymmetrical power relationships, and the first recorded 

http://youtube.com/commonschurch


use of the Nuremberg defence: ‘I was only obeying 
orders’. 

Richard Dawkins 

SYNOPSIS 

The real test in life is not simply doing what we’re told, or 
repeating what we’ve heard, it is coming to know God 
well enough that we can recognize his heart even when 
our religious expectations get in the way.


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS CHURCH

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 
Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

• CHRISTMAS SEASON - Advent starts this coming 
Sunday and leads up to Christmas Eve where we will 
celebrate the coming of Christ. December 24, 4PM | 
6PM | 11PM

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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