
EXPECTING: Part 1

DISCUSSION

Read: Luke 1:5-25

1. What parts of the Christmas season do you anticipate 
the most? What parts of this season are you not looking 
forward to? 

2. We were told this week that in the ancient world, 
infertility was often seen as punishment by God or the 
gods. Can you think of any more present-day examples of 
this type of thinking? 

3. Jeremy said this week that God is always listening. 
What is your experience of a statement like this? Do you 
agree?  

4. We read this week that Zechariah doubted the angel - 
can you think of any times that you may have been 
offered good news or release from something and you 
doubted that you either deserved it or that it would 
actually happen? 

5. Jeremy said this week that God shows up in the midst 
of our misplaced expectations - both in the Christmas 
story and in our lives regularly. Can you look back and 
think of a time when God showed up in a way or in a 
moment that you weren't expecting?

QUOTES

In Advent the spirit of God says to our hearts, “do not be 
afraid, because when you pray the universe stops to 
listen”. 

JD 

SYNOPSIS 

Because of the cultural expectation to have children 
Zechariah and Elizabeth have been living under this 
shadow of suspicion–what have they done wrong to be 
childless–I wonder if perhaps they have become afraid 
that God has stopped listening to them.  Perhaps this is 
why the angel speaks to say “do not be afraid, because 
your prayers have been heard”. v13


TAKE AWAY

Do you need to be reminded that God listens to you?




WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS CHURCH

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• ADVENT SCHEDULE:
• Christmas Eve Dec 24 4PM | 6PM | 11PM
• Sunday December 27 11AM and 7PM (no 930AM 

service this weekend)

• ADVENT PROJECT - This Christmas our goal is to 
raise $20,000 to help resettle the refugee family we’re 
sponsored. If 200 households give one Christmas gift 
each to donate just $100 we can reach that goal. 
Consider how you might contribute. Simply mark any 
donation “refugee resettlement” 
commons.church/donate 

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 
Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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