
The Very Hardest Parables: Part 4

DISCUSSION

Read: Matthew 25:1-13

1. When you first hear this parable, which characters do 
you identify with?

2. What do you think of Jeremy's suggestion that God's 
default posture is "embracing?" Does this confront any of 
your thoughts or personal history around God?

3. What is your initial reaction to the idea that Jesus' 
hardest words are first directed to those who are closest 
to him?

4. Jesus’ parables seem to assume you are in until you 
say you are out. What do you think it looks like for people 
to say they are either in or they are out? 

5. Have you ever fallen into the trap of wishing that 
someone else's story, someone else's faith, someone 
else's spirituality was yours? What did that look like for 
you?

QUOTES

It takes it a lot more effort to depart from God than it 
does to simply discover ourselves safe in the grace of the 
divine. 

There is a dichotomy between exclusion and embrace in 
the parables but the default posture of our Father is 
embrace. 

JD 

SYNOPSIS 

The foolish virgins are actually the ones who seem to 
plan appropriately. The wise virgins are the ones who 
plan to not know when the bridegroom will arrive. And 
yet in the story everyone falls asleep and misses the 
bridegrooms arrival.

This is the key to Jesus parable. You can’t figure God 
out. You can’t plan to time his arrival. You can’t prepare 
appropriately enough for him. All you can do is trust that 
he is coming and plan for your own inability to 
understand. Once you do that, it is, somehow, enough. 




WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS 

There is always a ton happening throughout the 
community. Check commonschurch.org/events for all 
the details. Here are some of the highlights.

• BAPTISM - Are you interested in being baptized? We 
would love to participate in this with you. Talk to your 
Home Church facilitator. 

• HOME CHURCH - January brings with it the opportunity 
for fresh starts. If you haven't already, consider joining a 
Home Church this year. They provide an opportunity to 
dive deeper into relationships, accountability, and the 
teaching from Sundays. 
 
Sign up online http://www.commonschurch.org/
home-church/ 

• DINNER PARTY NETWORK - Our dinner party network 
is simple: a chance to have a dinner and conversation 
with someone new from the community. 6-8 people in 
someone’s house doing the very thing Jesus asked 
them to do in remembrance of him. 
 
Sign up at commonschurch.org/dinner-party-
network 

STAY IN TOUCH

web: commonschurch.org
facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commonschurch.org
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”
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