
2016 was our second full calendar year since launching Commons Church and it was another 
remarkable year for us. God continues to be gracious to us in every facet of community and I 
want to begin by reiterating our deep thankfulness to Him, and our continued trust in Him as we 
move forward together. 

This year we welcomed over 1700 people to our annual Stampede breakfast (⬆40%), we had 
896 people join us to celebrate Christmas Eve (⬆55%), and this January we averaged over 800 
people per Sunday (⬆33%) including over 100 kids. Amazing. Giving also grew by ⬆28% in
2016 and your generosity allowed us to add staff and expand to a fourth service every Sunday. 
In the next 12 months our goal is expand to a second parish here in a new neighbourhood so 
that we can continue to invite more people to consider Jesus.

Though we want to be a streamlined church that does a few things well, we also recognize that 
weekends are only part of the equation. A renewed focus on Home Groups and Dinner Parties 
have helped us to facilitate meaningful connections even as we continue to grow and we’ve 
been able to witness new tightly knit communities forming as people step into each other lives 
and begin to care for each other. 14 brand new Home Groups were launched in 2016 and 
Dinner Parties are happening all the time throughout the community. If you haven't participated 
in these opportunities, I’d love you to jump in.

This year we also launched our youth ministry. We thought long and hard about what a 
Commons Church youth program would look like and we’re thrilled with the response. Events 
are happening monthly and new youth Home Groups are launching right now.

In addition to our internal efforts, we also expanded our Local and Global Development 
investment this year. We sent a team to Zambia this past July and we are in the early stages of 
planning for the 2017 version of the team. We’re invested for the long term in the local 
leadership living in Kalende Zambia and in the sponsorship of vulnerable children in that 
community. 

2016 saw our first refugee family step out of our care and onto their own here in Calgary. We 
continue to provide encouragement and support as needed but we are also looking forward to 
the arrival of our second sponsored family at some point in 2017.



This Advent we choose amazing local organizations to support along with our existing overseas 
relationships. Building these close neighbourhood connections is an invaluable part of our 
mission to participate in the common good. Louise Dean School, Highbanks Society, Hillhurst 
Fresh Food Basket, Women in Need Society, and Aurora House all benefitted from your 
Christmas spirit.

In 2016, 21% of our expenses were directed outside our doors to serve others.  

Even with all these good stories, like many in the community, we also have begun to feel the 
effects of the economic uncertainty in the city. Our board and finance committee have led us 
well and we are thankfully in a solid place financially, but I want to thank you for your donation 
during a tough season. Your contributions have made the Commons story possible and reflect 
the generosity that is a core part of our identity in Christ. 

We have a conviction that people are looking for an intellectually honest, spiritually passionate 
community that puts Jesus at the centre. Thank you so much for your support of this vision. It is 
deeply appreciated. 

We will post our reviewed financial documents including the proposed budget for the upcoming 
year to our website as soon as they are ready. Transparency is important to us and so we 
encourage you to review these documents and join us for our Annual General Meeting on March 
8, 2016 at 7PM. (www.commons.church/agm)

Finally, if you aren’t currently enrolled for an automatic donation, and that would make things 
easier for you, we have included a form that can be used for either automatic Credit Card or 
Direct Deposit donations. This type of systematic giving can help us budget effectively. 

On behalf of the staff and leadership teams, thank you.

Jeremy Duncan
Lead Pastor–Commons Church

Your 2016 tax receipt has been prepared by our accountant Daniel Morin. Please contact our 
bookkeeper Martin Camejo if you have any questions about your donation profile. 
donate@commons.church



Staff Reports

Kevin Borst

2016 was a great year for Worship Arts at Commons Church! One of the most exciting things for 
me to see in our church is how the community has been participating in our worship liturgy. We 
are building a meaningful and passionate worship culture within Commons. Every Sunday to 
see hundreds of people participate in singing, prayers, and Eucharist is so encouraging. This 
has been the goal of Commons Worship since the start and it’s exciting to see it happening. 

I can confidently say that working with our volunteers every Sunday is the best part of my week. 
In 2016 in the worship arts department we brought in many new volunteers and leaders. Our 
volunteers and leaders make Sundays happen! Musicians, set design artists, photographers, 
atmosphere curators, choirs, production technicians, filmmakers, and many more creatives are 
dedicating their time and passion to Commons Church! We have a really great worship arts 
team at Commons that make every Sunday an excellent experience! 

As we look forward to 2017 I am excited to expand the creative initiatives within Commons. We 
have exciting creative projects planned for new areas like set design and songwriting. I want to 
see us reach new heights of creativity for our services and I hope 2017 to be a very creative 
season for Commons Worship.

Joel Braun

It is still very incredible to be a part of the work at Commons Church. I couldn’t be more excited 
and grateful for the additional staff and how well they have jumped in to the team and are 
serving with care and competency in all the ways they do. We are better equipped to create 
together, serve together, and walk with everyone that finds a home with us here.
 
Part of the developing strategy for Home Churches in 2017 is a movement toward 
geographically-based groups. This vision lines up with the parish vision of Commons in general 
and is a significant change in strategy for us. We are currently in the transition period as we 
move to implement this new idea. At the same time that we are building new and better systems 
and structures for Home Churches we also started 14 brand new home churches in 2016.  
 
I am grateful to be consistently meeting with people - whether it’s about something specific like 
membership, baptism, child dedications, wedding prep, home churches, volunteering, or if it’s 
just general pastoral meetings where I get to hear someone’s story and walk with them for a 
season - these are the conversations that I hold as a high value as a pastor. 



As the pastor in charge of home churches my hope is to have that same care spread out into 
the rest of our growing community with each home church doing those significant pieces of 
walking with and sharing life together with everyone who is a part of the Commons community.

Jeanne New

It has just been a year since I was hired as Kid’s pastor at Commons and what a full year this 
has been.

This year we have seen the number of kids double. That is good, but the higher number is not 
the highlight. The highlight is that kids are excited about what we are doing and they are telling 
their parents that they want to be there! It’s very exciting to have the kids involved with the 
program and to hear good feedback from parents regarding what is happening in our Kids area 
at Commons. We have also seen kids who were having a hard time stay in their class, open up 
and learn that they are safe and happy with us. It is very rewarding to see a little one, who 
would barely get in the door of their classroom, now be comfortable and happy. (even talking 
excitedly about it at home!) 

With the number of kids having grown, volunteer numbers had to grow as well. Every week it 
takes a ton of volunteers to make each service happen. We have an amazing team of close to 
100 kids volunteers that I am very privileged to work with.

One goal over the next year is to continue making our Kids program a safe, happy learning 
space for our kids. The second goal will be to strengthen and grow our volunteer base and train 
up leaders in each of our age groups.

Bobbi Salkeld 

I joined the pastoral team in September, jumping in by teaching on my first Sunday. Since them, 
I’ve had the privilege of overseeing the Connection Team, Prayer Team, and the newly formed 
Youth Team. 

The goal for the Connection Team in the fall was to increase their visibility and sense of 
welcome extended on Sundays. Since then, we’ve added 5 new volunteers and are working 
with a team of 20. In 2017 Ashley Humphreys and I will bring on an apprentice as well as gather 
the team for a team-building dinner. 

The goal for the Prayer Team has been to enliven and deepen the experience of prayer at 
Commons. We’ve added 7 new volunteers since the fall and are working with a team of 13. In 
Lent 2017 the Prayer Team is hosting its first Contemplative Prayer experience. 



The goals for the Youth Team were to assemble volunteers, implement a monthly gathering for 
youth, and begin the process of forming Youth Home Church in 2017. We have a consistent 
team of 12 volunteers. By 2017 I had made contact with 23 youth connected to Commons and 
17 of them had come out on a Friday.  We are launching the first Youth Home Church in 
February.  

I’ve enjoyed leading these teams along with the Second Sunday initiative, working on liturgical 
pieces for worship, and teaching. Being on the staff team has been a massive encouragement 
to me both personally and professionally. I’m so grateful for such a spectacular welcome from 
the staff, board, and community.

Devon Scott

This past year was an incredible year to be part of the Commons pastoral team. During the 
beginning and middle of the year I was given many great opportunities to develop my teaching 
skills. These opportunities spanned many diverse biblical subjects and taught me a lot about 
teaching. During the later portion of the year their was a bit more of a focus paid to the evening 
service, this focus involved the recruitment of a main volunteer for the tear down needs in the 
evening. Now that this volunteer is in place we have been working towards developing a fully 
functioning volunteer team to help.There was also some further development of existing 
volunteer teams. Through out the whole year I had the honour of pastorally walking alongside 
those who attend Commons. 

Scott Wall

Darlene and I have thoroughly enjoyed joining the Commons family, and are thrilled about our 
community’s parish plans. Late last fall we held a series of dinners with Jeremy and Rachel 
where we had the opportunity to cast vision for how we see our church growing in the years to 
come. Since then we have brought together a team of people who have already begun the 
process of planning our next strategic steps, the first of which is to secure the location of our 
first parish plant! Announcement coming soon we trust! It has been so incredible to see the 
widespread support for this dream we have as a church: to see more neighbourhoods and 
individuals brought into a conversation about Jesus during these uncertain times in our city. I’d 
love to connect if you’re curious about next steps, or if you’ve considered helping us start 
another Commons location! 

It has also been an exciting five months since I took over the coordination of our Dinner Party 
network! As one of the three things we “do” at Commons (along with Home Church and Serving 
Together), these informal social gatherings provide a place where people can meet and connect 
more directly than Sundays sometimes allow. Since September we’ve hosted twelve dinners 
attended by nearly eighty guests, and seen several people sign up to host for the first time! We 
have also started to run some Sunday ‘brunch’ parties, which have allowed us to include more 



young families and children. Looking ahead into 2017 we’re excited about changes to our 
signup process, and for several new hosts opening their homes soon. Here’s to many more 
good times around the table! 

Local and Global Development Committee
Chairperson - Colette Dejordy

This committee reviews all of our Local and Global commitments, works to build strong two-way 
relationships with those organizations, and manages projects like our refugee resettlement 
efforts, and short missions teams. 

As a community we continue to support almost 100 children in Kalende Zambia. Our next team 
that will represent us in country is currently being formed for travel in July. We also support Marc 
Damour in Arica, and Kristal Hoff in Canada in there work for Hands at Work.

Our first refugee family has moved off of our direct support on to their own, although we remain 
in steady contact. We are looking forward to the arrival of a second family this year. A donor 
stepped forward in 2016 to cover the expense of a second sponsorship and our volunteers 
responded with enthusiasm to help.

This year we were able to have a visit from La-aw, who we support in her work through IJM. The 
office in Thailand that we sponsor continues to do important work making sure that indigenous 
communities can access their legal rights and protections.

Finally over Christmas we intentional chose some fantastic neighbourhood agencies to support 
through our Advent Campaign and we are looking forward to continue to invest in our 
relationships with Louise Dean School, Highbanks Society, Hillhurst Fresh Food Basket, Women 
in Need Society, and Aurora House, Mustard Seed, and the Drop-In Centre.

Finance Committee
Chairperson - Troy Fuller

The church’s expenditures are reviewed and compared against budget, weekly by the Lead 
Pastor, monthly by the Leadership Team, and quarterly by the finance committee. The 
committee also gives input into the budget development process and advises the board on 
financial decisions.


