
2017 was a remarkable year for Commons, and we continue to be deeply grateful for the way 
God has shown grace to us. Our ongoing desire to be faithful in how we use the resources and 
responsibility God has gifted us with. For this reason, we are thankful for both the leadership of 
our staff team and the guidance of our Board.

This year we welcomed 1256 people on Christmas Eve as awaited the arrival of the Christ 
Child, and on Easter Sunday, 1010 joined us to celebrate resurrection. This in addition to the 
1700+ neighbours who filled the block for our annual Stampede Breakfast and the ongoing 
partnerships we have developed with community organizations serving our neighbourhood and 
world. In 2017 donations grew by 19%, reaching over $900,000, enabling us to continue our 
commitment to surprising generosity even as we took on the expense of launching a new 
Inglewood Parish.

Thank you for all the ways you have played a part in the Commons story this year.

Part of our goal at Commons is to remain simple even as we grow. This means that in 2018 we 
will renew our focus on the intimacy of smaller Parishes, the supportive communities that 
develop in Home Groups, and the random connections we stumble into through Dinner Parties. 
We want to leave room for everyone to move at their own pace but our hope is that a steady 
progression into community is something each of us experiences over time.

On behalf of the staff and board, thank you for all you do to make Commons unique. 

Jeremy Duncan
Lead Pastor



Staff Reports

Kevin Borst - Creative Arts 

2017 was an incredible year at Commons Church! Every week our creative volunteers like 
musicians, sound techs, screen techs, photographers, and many other creatives, contribute to 
making our services incredible. We have a really great creative team at Commons that make 
every Sunday an excellent experience! I feel so thankful that I get to work with these amazing 
volunteers every week. 

In 2017 we launched Commons Creative. We wanted to recognize all our incredible creatives 
that we have at Commons and put them all under one team. Production, Music, Set Design, 
Photography, Film, Choir is our creative community at Commons (if you want to follow the 
happenings of Commons Creative follow us on Instagram! @commonscreative). It has been 
amazing to see how Commons Creative have contributed to launching our Inglewood Parish. 
We now run five services in two locations. Our team has been so excited to make this happen 
every Sunday! 

Every year I see our Church becoming a stronger worshipping community. It is so encouraging 
to see so many people every week participating in our worship liturgy... from singing, to prayers, 
and sharing the Eucharist together. This has always been our goal and it continues into 2018! 

Joel Braun - Home Groups

As growth and expansion continue to be part of Commons’ incredible story, volunteering and 
finding a place in a home group become the main ways to shrink the experience here and help 
facilitate a more personal connection between one another. 
 
This year 4 leaders emerged and took leadership of existing home groups and 9 brand new 
groups were started, including our first Commons home group in Airdrie and the first Inglewood-
specific home group. The new leaders that stepped into these roles made space for the 
approximately 120 new people that joined a home group in 2017. 

This year I was also able to launch our home group coaches strategy. This is a way to provide 
connection and care to our leaders by offering a chance for them to meet every few months in a 



group of other leaders, with a more experienced leader offering some facilitation of the 
conversation and encouragement. As we continue to grow and add leaders and groups, this 
strategy should help us extend the responsibility of care we have to our amazing home group 
leaders. 

Finally, this year I was able to add video training for both the Kensington coffee team and our 
home group leaders. These videos help us on-board new leaders and volunteers quickly and 
efficiently and they’ve proved very helpful so far. Bonus: the coffee video ended up with 
outtakes that were pretty funny…

Jeanne New - Kids

This last year was a year of challenge and deep growth as the whole team was there to walk me 
through the death of my husband. With the help of a great team of volunteers we have 
continued to grow strong!

We hired Brittany Fraser to work with me on Sunday mornings and that has been a very strong 
addition to our team. One of the most amazing things through this last year  was to see the 
depth of our Commons Kid’s Volunteers as so many of them stepped up week after week to be 
there and to be sure that our Kid’s program continued to grow in healthy ways! 

This year our kids participated on a Sunday morning in December, by singing for our whole 
community and that was a highlight for the kids and their families. 

Our goal again this next year are to continue to develop our Kids program to be a safe and 
happy learning space and to strengthen our volunteer base and train up leaders in each of our 
age groups. Also with the start of our second parish in Inglewood we want to see our Kid’s 
program and team grow in our community there as well.

Bobbi Salkeld - Kensington 

Last year was one of deepening and strengthening connections at Commons.  I’ve enjoyed 
building pastoral connections across the demographics in our community, shaping the direction 
and care of volunteer teams, and growing in my teaching voice. 

Here are a some highlights:  



Since beginning the initiative of Second Sunday, one hundred people have gone through our 
introduction to Commons conversation.  It’s been fun to see these people go from that 
welcoming space to make further connections in the community.  

Our youth team has shifted to a Sunday-based gathering lead by a talented and energetic 
volunteer group.  They work to find the youth in our worship services and invite students grades 
7-12 to these gatherings.  The gatherings are after-service lunches built to facilitate connections 
and conversations in the south hall after the noon services.  They currently meet 3-4 Sundays in 
a row with breaks for holidays. 

The prayer team has continued to explore contemplative practices and welcomes the broader 
Commons community in these events.  Our full day contemplative retreat at FCJ Centre was 
attended by forty people who expressed a desire for more gatherings.  This Lent we will explore 
Ignatian practices on March 3 at Commons. 

Finally, I was so glad to participate in the shaping of the teaching outlines for 2017/2018 and 
have enjoyed the challenge of increasing my teaching at Commons.  This year I will take on 
more leadership at Kensington and participate in the teaching at Inglewood.  I’m so grateful to 
our staff, board, and congregation for the ways they continue to welcome my voice and 
presence at Commons.  

Scott Wall - Inglewood 

2017 marked the beginning of our family’s second year here at Commons, and included a big 
step for our community as we prepared for the launch of our second parish! Along with a great 
search team, we scoured the city’s core to find a suitable location. And once Inglewood was 
selected, we worked through the spring and summer to build our core team to more than 40 
volunteers.

The fall brought with it the excitement of preparing for our Open House, followed by three 
preview services that positioned us well for our January 2018 launch (which was awesome!). As 
I write this, we’re already into our second series in Inglewood…and we’re encouraged as this 
new community begins to take shape. I’m so grateful for our staff team (who have all worked so 
hard to make this happen), to a host of volunteers who are pitching in every weekend with all 
our teams, and to a vibrant church community that now spans two locations as we try to bring 
the conversation about Jesus to new connections, families and neighbourhoods. Thanks for all 
your support!



Colette Dejordy - Local and Global Development

We work hard to build strong two-way relationships with our partner organizations, with here in 
the city and abroad.

As a community, we continue to support 100 children in Kalende Zambia and this year with 
George Snyman’s visit we were able to ensure that each of those children is directly supported 
by a member of Commons. Our next team that will represent us in country is currently being 
formed for travel in April 2018 as eight people will be representing us in Kalende and learning 
from the local community leaders. We also support Marc Damour in Africa, and Kristal Hoff in 
Canada in their work for Hands at Work.

At the end of 2016, our first refugee family moved off of our direct support on to their own, 
although we remain in steady contact and we are expecting a second family to arrive in 
mid-2018.

Over Christmas this year we intentional chose some fantastic neighbourhood agencies to 
support through our Advent Campaign, and it was great to have many of them here with us on 
a. Sunday n January as we showcased the opportunities to volunteer directly with these 
agencies in the neighbourhood.


