
Larissa Amour - Youth 

2018 has been a phenomenal year for me at Commons, as I dive deeper and work closely 
alongside a staff that I so dearly look up to. This year I have had the continued privilege of over-
seeing our youth group.

This past year, Commons Youth has continued to grow wider and deeper. Our youth group has 
now been meeting regularly for over a year, fostering deeper friendships and community with 
the students who have been able to spend quality time together for over a year. Last year we 
also saw some of the older grade 6 students, who would meet regularly with Jeanne and her 
team, step into our close community of junior high and high school students.

Typically we meet on and off-campus on 3 consecutive Sunday afternoons every month. Our 
youth group events range from communal lunches held in the South Hall of our Kensington 
location, to team-building events around Calgary, to community development events that allow 
for our students to give back to our local neighbourhood.

Our youth events strive to promote topical conversation of our grade 7-12 students, as well as 
consistent opportunities to build meaningful relationships. A loving and devoted volunteer team 
facilitates these conversations and friendships. This year we saw volunteers from our Inglewood 
parish contribute to Commons Youth, which helped promote the youth group to the few students 
that regularly attend on the east side of the city.

2019 is sure to bring copious amounts of laughter, new friendships, beautiful conversation and a 
more involved youth demographic in both Kensington and Inglewood.

Kevin Borst - Creative Arts

2018 was such an incredible year for our community at Commons! As I reflect on this year I feel
so thankful. I see God moving in such beautiful ways.



First, I am thankful how I see God continuing to shape our worship as a community. Each 
Sunday the space in Inglewood and Kensington is filled with praise. Our people are singing at 
the top of their lungs, praying together, and sharing in the Eucharist. God continues to share 
grace and love with us through our worship.

Second, I feel so thankful for all the creatives who make Commons happen every single week!
Production techs, musicians, set designers, photographers, videographers; they dedicate their 
energy, time, creativity, and everything to seeing that people have genuine moments with God. I 
love that and I am so thankful for each person on our creative team.

As we are now into 2019, I am so excited to see the amazing things happening for Commons
Creative. This year we are shifting our weekly rhythm to create opportunity for our newly
launched Creative Team Nights, which are designed to develop our craft and care of our
hearts. I know that there is so much in store for our creatives this year!

Colette Dejordy - Local and Global Development

We work hard to build strong two-way relationships with our partner organizations, here in the 
city and abroad. We have a fantastic set of neighbourhood partners in Kensington and this year 
we have begun reaching out to all of the agencies in Inglewood to start building a similar 
network. We host regular gatherings of all of the neighbourhood social agencies to share 
stories, resources, and help ensure each partner is aware of how we can support each other. 

As a community, we now support 100 children in Kalende Zambia through person monthly 
donations and our goal is to expand that to 125 in 2019. We also had a team travel to the 
Kalende community this past year and they brought back a lot of excitement and energy for this 
ongoing partnership. Monthly prayer gatherings have started, and you are welcome to join in.  

In 2018, we had two refugee families arrive, one form Syria and a second from North Sudan. 
Both families are settling into their new lives in Calgary as we continue to support with finances, 
tutoring and basic needs as they adapt. 

Over Christmas this year we raised $50,000 for four significant projects including a new 
scholarship established to help a young mom from Louise Dean School complete her post 
secondary education. We are really excited to partner with our neighbours across the street in 
this new way.



Jeanne New - Kids

2018 and was a great year of growth for Commons Kids! When I use the word “growth” I am 
talking about growth in our leadership team and growth that we have the privilege of seeing in 
the children who are with us each week. 

We have had changes in our leadership team as Brittany went on maternity leave, we hired 
Ryan and Val as our need for more staff increased as our Kids area continued to grow. They 
have both added depth to our team and a consistency to Sunday mornings. Our volunteer base 
has grown some which is good and the commitment of our volunteers is amazing. I am 
privileged each week to work alongside the staff and volunteers that we have. 

In Inglewood with a high number of kids, we continue to look for all the ways we can make the 
best use of space and serve the families who are there. Keeley is doing a great job leading the 
Kid’s program at our Inglewood parish!

Our Kid’s program continues to grow and our desire for 2019 is to grow in healthy ways and 
serve the children and families that we have the honour of being with on Sunday mornings.

Yelena Pakhomova - Groups 

Before Denis and I moved to Calgary over a year ago, one of my prayers had been that God 
would bring us to a place where we could sense God’s joy and be part of God’s work in our new 
home city. It was an incredible gift to be welcomed to Commons community and join the team in 
August 2018. 

My primary intention over the first six months was to get a multifaceted perspective on who we 
are as a community and what we do to nurture connections between Sundays. Therefore I 
dedicated a lot of my time for meeting with our group leaders and facilitators, learning about 
their experience of community building through groups and identifying ways to support them.

Between September and January, we had 16 people step into leadership with 7 new groups 
emerging across both parishes. It is a huge privilege to work alongside 54 amazing leaders and 
facilitators and to see people building friendships and learning how to listen to God together. 
This past fall and winter 34 Commons groups generously welcomed over 80 new people. At the 
moment we have about 300 people participating in and building community through groups. 



As part of my learning about other opportunities for people to find their place at Commons, I 
began working with our dinner network volunteers, participated in and supported some of our 
mid-size events, and started systematizing some of our processes for the large annual events 
and volunteer engagement. It was wonderful to get to know the leaders of our outreach and 
social justice initiatives and to learn more about how they extend hospitality and serve the 
vulnerable population in the city through Pneuma, Mustard Seed, and Inn From the Cold.

In 2019, I look forward to supporting those who pour themselves into the beautiful expressions 
of community at Commons, bringing clarity to and strengthening some of our community 
building processes, as well as contributing to weekend worship experience and developing my 
teaching voice. Thank you for your support! So good to be here.

Bobbi Salkeld - Kensington 

In 2018 a large part of my focus was on the Sunday experience at Commons. 

I oversee the formation initiatives of Second Sunday and Membership along with our regular 
community sacraments of baptism along with child dedication and the Eucharist. 

I oversee a number of Sunday teams which include 145 of our volunteers: Eucharist, Coffee, 
Prayer, and Connection. 

One of the highlights of the year has been increasing our volunteer care and retention through 
an expanded Team Night initiative. Our volunteers have wowed us with their engagement and 
we see 80-100 volunteers out with the purpose of giving volunteers a space to grow as 
individuals, teams, and as part of the Commons community. 

A personal highlight for the year has been my growth in teaching at Commons. I set a goal to 
develop stronger systems to better support study and teaching rhythms, allowing for more 
sustainable execution and creativity in my teaching. Specifically, occupying the teaching 
platform for both Easter Sunday and Christmas Eve in 2018 was one of the professional 
highlights of my life. 

I’m so grateful to our staff, board, and congregation for the ways they continue to encourage 
and affirm my leadership at Commons.  



Scott Wall - Inglewood 

This has been an exciting year for us at Commons in Inglewood.

Our first twelve months as a parish went really well, and it’s encouraging to see growth and 
vibrancy across the community! New faces joining us all the time - new friendships and 
connections forming - and lots of kids running around. As always, our volunteer teams deserve 
a ton of credit for the ways that they come together, pitch in, and serve as we setup each and 
every week.

This past fall we saw new home groups form, we began to lay the groundwork for our new local 
partnerships on the eastside, and we saw our weekend attendance average right around 100 - 
all of which we’re thankful for. As we look ahead to the rest of 2019 we’re thrilled at the potential 
of our newly launched Inglewood-Ramsay Collaborative for local partners, excited about hosting 
our first stampede breakfast, and we’re looking to grow into additional space for Commons Kids 
at the Inglewood Community Association.

A huge thank you to my staff colleagues, our board, and our committed membership for all the 
ways you work to help Commons flourish!


