
Series: Acts
Part 2 (Inglewood) and 3 (Kensington) 

Read: Acts 5:1 ff, 8:9 ff

SUMMARY: 
This week we looked at two stories we find at the beginning 
of Acts— both these stories are intense and strange and full 
of drama. And these stories don’t wrap up nicely or end tidily
— they are confusing, and we can be a bit uncomfortable 
with having them in our Bibles. 

But, nevertheless, they are here… showing us what it looks 
like for imperfect and very-human people to be on the path of 
knowing God. And this isn’t just the case for these stories— 
the whole book of Acts, and the entire Bible for that matter, is 
filled with people who have faith that falters at times. 

It is through stories like these that we learn that the divine 
can meet us in our fear to bring about healing and all kinds of 
second chances. Seconds chances to share this story of 
hope and grace that we hold onto— because there is always 
enough to go around.

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Peter asks Ananias four questions— they are all pointed 
and direct, cutting right to the heart of the matter. Has there 
been a time when someone has used good questions as a 
way of hearing part of your story, or helping you through a 
time of confusion? What was that like?

2. This week we asked the question, “What’s the story within 
the story?” as a way of finding the larger picture surrounding 
stories like this. Are there other stories in the Bible that have 
inner layers throughout the rest of Scripture? Give some 
examples if you can think of any. 
 
3. The story of Ananias and Sapphira shows us that ignoring 
our sacred call to make the world better can hurt us deeply. 
Has there been a time in your life when you chose to put this 
call aside? How did that affect you, and how did it affect 
those close to you?

4. In Christ there is always another chance to confront our 
less-than-perfect selves in order to live in God’s love. Where 
have you experienced second chances? Who gave you a 
second chance (it could be a friend, a partner, a parent or a 
child), and how did that change the path you took?

 



5. After Jesus’ resurrection, he tells his followers to go and 
“tabernacle the world”, because the Holy One whom you 
sought in the Holy of Holies now lives in you. How can 
followers of Jesus be tabernacles of God’s presence in the 
world? Have you known someone who has held God’s 
presence in that way? What were they like?
 
6. In Jesus, we have what we need, and we are sent out to 
live in love and compassion. Have you ever been trapped by 
a fear that you don’t have what you need? What was that 
like, and how did it affect the way you lived?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving God,
 
You are a God of infinite details— there is no end to 
exploring who you are. 
There are dramatic seasons in our lives that feel like they are 
headed for tidy conclusions… 
But it seems that as long as we’re living with our feet on this 
earth, most endings are in fact some kind of new beginnings.
 
So today, for those of us feeling nostalgic for a time and 
place that felt easier, neater, sturdier—
 
Will you remind us that we can’t go backwards. 
What you have for us is up ahead. 
For those of us aware of places in our lives where we are 
afraid… 
Maybe we’re afraid our actions will catch up to us 
Maybe we’re afraid that the people we trust are going to let 
us down 
Maybe we’re afraid that we’ve got some things terribly 
wrong.

Will you, Jesus, through the presence of your Holy Spirit— 
Draw us into grace, 
Remind us of your persistent love, 
and even, in the face of pain and uncertainty - will you invite 
us to move forward Partnering with your gospel - good news 
for all - good news for those who need it most. 

Amen. 

 


