
Series: Acts of the Apostles  
Week 1
 
Read: Acts 1:1-11  
 
SUMMARY: 
This week we are diving into a summer series on the book of 
Acts. The Acts of the Apostles is a collection of stories about 
how the followers of Jesus became what we know as the 
Church. 

Acts is full of hyperbole— from dramatic exorcisms, to 
adventure on the high seas, to earthquakes and arrests. 
These moments in Acts are all about followers of Jesus 
attempting to be faithful. Sometimes the result is beautiful 
and good, and other times it is chaotic and haphazard. 

The stories we find in this book show us that the genesis of 
the church, though spectacular in many ways, was founded 
on ordinary and human experience. Acts shows us that 
God’s divine action can and will meet with us— regardless of 
the circumstances we find ourselves in. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Very often when we read the Bible we are opening 
someone else’s mail. However the book of Acts is, in a way, 
personal— it is directed at all those are seeking to follow 
Jesus faithfully. Have you ever had a certain passage of 
scripture feel like it was directed to you personally? What’s 
the story and what was that like for you? Did your connection 
to the passage change over time? How?
 
2. Jesus’ disciples seem to still expect him to restore the 
Kingdom of Israel, despite the fact that Jesus’ mission is 
more holistic than nationalistic. In what ways do you think we 
attempt to fit Jesus’ mission into our motives today?

3. Where do you see reflections of Jesus’ imagination of 
power in your world? Have you seen Jesus’ version of power 
portrayed in film or other fiction? What’s surprising and 
what’s compelling about these portrayals?

4. Jesus’ instructions to his friends intentionally lump 
together categories that wouldn’t make sense to the people 
he was talking to (see Acts 1:7). Has there been a time when 
God has broken down a division that you were comfortable 
with? What was that like for you? Was it uncomfortable, 



painful, necessary? What were the benefits for you and 
those around you?
 
5. This week we talked about how faith is always forward-
facing. Often we can start to think that resurrection = 
resuscitation… But that’s not the case. Are there issues or 
postures the church needs to challenge within to better 
connect with the needs outside church walls and 
communities? What are some things that should stay the 
same over generations about the makeup of Christ’s church?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of tomorrow, 

who is always ahead of us, 
drawing us into the future with courage and clarity and 
conviction…  

Might you remind us that there is much to learn from where 
the story has been— 
	 	 	 
from those who have gone before us, 
and from those who have a wisdom of experience we have 
yet to attain. 

And yet— 
might you also inspire us to believe that our stories remain 
unfinished, 
and that our best days are truly ahead. 

Remind us that your kingdom is still in process,  
and that grace and peace will one day change everything. 

And as we come to believe in your story, 
may we then join in— 

to create, 
to write, 
and to participate with courage in the world we believe to be 
coming. 

Amen 


