
Series: Acts 
Part 2
 
Read: Acts 4:1 - 8:4 (Focus on 7:54ff) 
 
SUMMARY: 

This week’s texts are located in what is known as the 
Jerusalem passage, and they record some of the earliest 
persecution that the church experienced. 

These passages in the book of Acts are heavy— they 
contain themes of suffering, pain, and death. And this can 
make us uncomfortable… we can experience confusion and 
questions in the face of texts like these. Fortunately, we 
aren’t asked to come to Scripture having it all gather, or with 
all our questions answered. The text asks that we simply 
come, and we can know that the divine will meet us there. 

Stephen’s story in Acts 7 can show us how God will meet us 
in the most painful and dark places— and even in these 
places, we can be transformed by the divine to mirror the 
image of Christ. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. We can imagine how the Jewish religious leaders likely felt 
threatened by the number of people beginning to follow 
Jesus. When your power or influence has felt threatened in 
some way, how does that make you feel? How do you act as 
a result?

2. This week we talked about “thin places”: moments and 
spaces where the human world and the divine world are 
thought to be bumping up against one another. Stephen 
seems to be present in this sort of place in Acts 7. Have you 
ever experienced the closeness of God in a place that was 
unexpected?
 
3. Right before Stephen’s death, we see him exhibit the love 
and forgiveness of Christ in a profound way. Has there been 
a time when the Holy Spirit has enabled you to love in a way 
that you didn’t think you could? Or to love someone you 
didn’t think you could?

4. Peter and John proclaimed a gospel that annihilated a 
need for the religious power structures that the Pharisees 
were a part of. How do you see the gospel speaking to 
power structures that exist around us today?



5. By ending the story of Stephen with the phrase, “he fell 
asleep”, Luke is likely making a powerful point about the 
nature of death— that it is not the end. In what area of your 
life do you most need to recognize this truth— that suffering 
and pain and death are not the end? 
 
6. In this week’s text, Peter and John proclaim: “As for us, we 
cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard!” 
God will continue to do the things of God with or without our 
help— and we are called to bear witness to these things. The 
work of God can be found all around us— in relationships, in 
creation, and in our work. Where have you seen the work of 
God in your life in the last week? Where do you hope to see 
the work of the divine in the week ahead?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving and gracious God, 

Expand our imagination of your kingdom—
for the things we think are impossible,
for the people we think are unlovable, 
for the suffering we feel cannot be redeemed. 

Enable us to imagine a world where pain and suffering can 
have meaning—

God, would you meet us in that place. 
Christ, may your love transform us. 
Holy Spirit, would you guide our steps along the path.

For those of us hurting right now—
provide the comfort, hope and peace that we need. 

May your kingdom come, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen


