
Series: Acts 
Part 7 (Kensington) and 8 (Inglewood) 
 
Read: Acts 19 (focus Acts 19:23-41) 
 
SUMMARY: 
We are nearing the end of our summer series in the book of 
Acts.
Over the last couple of weeks, we have seen Paul in Philippi 
and Athens, and this week we follow him to Ephesus. These 
were the three major cities in the ancient world with their own 
flavour and customs. Each of the cities presented their own 
challenges to Paul and early Jesus story. One could tell a lot 
about the culture of each city based on that city’s particular 
temple to a particular god of the Greco-Roman pantheon 
around which the life of that city and its commerce was built.
Philippi had Pan, Athens had Athena, and Ephesus was built 
around the temple of Artemis, one of the most important 
Greek gods. The temple was the source of great pride for the 
Ephesians. It was four times the size of the Parthenon in 
Athens and was one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, making Ephesus the centre of Artemis worship. The 
events that take place in Ephesus show how economic 
anxiety is turned into the fear of the outsider and legitimized 
by religion.

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
When you read through this chapter, pay attention to how the 
story is structured, whose voices are dominant and whose 
are silenced, and how Luke uses it all to communicate his 
point. 

1. By the time the great disturbance happens in Ephesus, 
Paul’s been there for over 2 years. Based on vv.23-27, could 
you identify the reasons Demetrius gives to his fellow-
craftsmen to resist Paul and his message? What would you 
say his real motivation was to incite the riot?

2. The theatre of Ephesus admitted 25,000 people and was 
the place for the citizen assembly, which gathered a few 
times a year and was guided by the officials. What 
indications do we have in the text that this was not a legal 
assembly? Why do you think it was so easy for Demetrius 
and the guild to rouse the crowd? How did their fear of the 
outsider express itself? 
 
3. Have you ever been in or observed a situation where 
mixed motives were at play? Or fear tactics? What was your 
reaction? 



4. In verse 37, the city clerk provides two charges on which 
people could be questioned in the assembly: robbing the 
temple and blaspheming the goddess. What does the fact 
that those did not apply to Paul and his companion tell us 
about their way of sharing their message and about how the 
authorities saw the Way? 

5. The riot is bookended by two speeches. How would you 
compare the speech of the city clerk to the speech of 
Demetrius? What drives the clerk to quiet the riot and 
dismiss the assembly?
 
6. Luke uses the Greek word “ekklesia”, a gathering of 
people, to describe the crowd in the theatre. The same word 
is used to describe the church in the New Testament.  What 
do you think that “ekklesia” has to say to our “ekklesia” today 
about idolatry? What kind of idols do you think could be 
driving our perceptions of the world? 

7. What would help us not to lose sight of who we truly 
worship?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of love,

For all the ways that we lose sight of you and fix our attention 
on the idols that surround us, whether religious or not, 
we ask for your mercy.  

For all the ways that we focus our attention on what serves 
us best, what protects us the most, what keeps things 
comfortable and easy for us, 
we ask for your grace.  

And when we are challenged to step outside the walls we 
have built and to embrace stories that are different from ours, 
for the ways that we are called to care for people who seem 
like they are set against us or different from us,  
we pray for your peace.

May your Spirit guide us and help us to realize that the walls 
we manufacture and our idols are nothing to begin with. 
That your kingdom calls us into something more true and 
beautiful than we imagine at this moment.  

God, one step at a time, invite us into your kingdom. 
In the strong name of the risen Christ, 
Amen. 


