
Series: Acts
Week 4  
 
Read: Acts 10:1-48, 15:1-16:5  
 
SUMMARY: 
We’re in week four of our summer teaching series in the 
book of Acts. 

It’s been a while since the feast of Pentecost, where this 
series started. The church in Acts has continued to grow, but 
with that growth has come serious and deadly persecution. 
The story of Jesus has started moving outward, and two 
main protagonists move this narrative forward— Paul and 
Peter. Today, we focus in on part of Peter’s story. 

Peter’s dream, and his subsequent encounter with Cornelius,  
tell us something important about the assumptions we might 
hold about others. Peter was convinced he knew what was 
right for followers of Jesus— but the Holy Spirit challenged 
that. When Peter has the courage to re-examine his own 
presuppositions, God immediately responded by pouring out 
the Holy Spirit on everyone— Gentiles included. It is stories 
like this one that show us how the Spirit works to challenge 
our bias and prejudice. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. The book of Acts is full of disorientation, as followers of 
Jesus attempt to figure out how to be faithful amidst a lot of 
instability. Disorientation can be positive— like entering a 
new job or figuring out how to love someone better… but 
they can also be hard and painful. Sometimes disorientation 
is accompanied by loss or confusion. When have you felt 
disoriented in your own life? What was that experience like?

2. The vision Peter receives confounds him— he has to stop 
and consider it. It causes him to think that maybe the way he 
is seeing the world needs to be re-examined. Talk about a 
time that you re-examined something in your life— whether 
that was an attitude you held, an assumption you had made, 
or a pattern of behaviour that was unhealthy. Did you choose 
to re-examine that thing? What happened?
 
3. The choice of the Council at Jerusalem was a huge 
moment— it allowed Gentiles to be included in the way of 
Jesus without a long list of religious requirements. We can 
see this event as one example of the way God is doing 
something new in the world. How do you see the renewing 
work of God around you? In your family and relationships? In 
your community? In the world today?



4. In Acts 10:2, Cornelius is described this way: “he gave 
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly”. 
Cornelius holds a faith that looks both outward and inward. 
How might our lives reflect this better? How can we be 
people who look outside ourselves as well as foster an 
intimate relationship with God?

5. The early church continued to grow and thrive under 
intense persecution and internal conflict. It was moments like 
the Council at Jerusalem that allowed for the Spirit of God to 
work out the brokenness caused by human sin. How might 
we thoughtfully critique communities of faith that we 
participate in, in a way that is loving and honest? How has 
loving critique shaped you personally in your life? 
 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER:

Welcoming and expansive God, 

You long for all to be a part of your kingdom, 
and for all to experience your radical grace. 

But too often, we take it upon ourselves to decide what the 
requirements for your love are. 
We draw lines in the sand, 
We build up walls to protect ourselves, 
and we do harm to others and to ourselves in the process. 

Remind us of the nature of your grace:
it is freely given, 
and it pursues us in every circumstance

Invite us to offer that grace to others and to ourselves. 
Teach us to pursue a vision of your kingdom that includes 
everyone we encounter. 

In the name of Christ we pray. 
Amen. 


