
Series: Acts
Week 5  
 
Read: Acts 16:6-40  
 
SUMMARY: 

This week we continue our summer series in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Last week, we looked at part of Peter’s story, 
where Peter encounters God in a way that makes him re-
evaluate assumptions he made and attitudes he held. 

This week, we look at part of Paul’s story. Acts 16 shows us 
what it looks like for people from vastly different walks of life 
to encounter the good news. We meet a wealthy business 
woman, a girl in slavery, and a man who works in a prison. 

Each of these characters is drawn into the story of Jesus— 
in different ways and from different places. Jesus pulls us 
from all sorts of wild places towards the divine. The three 
stories in Acts 16 show us that there is no boundary that the 
Spirit of God cannot overcome. You can encounter the good 
news by being who you are, where you are. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What has surprised you or caught your attention so far 
about the stories we’ve seen in the book of Acts? If you 
haven’t been following along in the series, what caught your 
attention most in the passage we read today?

2. Paul changes course by engaging with the women at the 
river. Has there been a time when you’ve chosen to divert off 
your normal path, instead of doing things the usual way? 
What happened? Was the outcome good or bad?
 
3. The slave-girl’s history of being exploited reminds us that 
we often don’t have full control over our own stories— our 
lives are formed by the people around us. In what ways are 
you aware of your effect on the lives of others? In what ways 
to the people around you define how you behave?

4. The good news that Paul shares affects the slave-owners’ 
ability to make their money. The gospel is good news to 
those who are most vulnerable— and this is likely to impact 
systems of oppression and exploitation. Where you do see 
the story of Jesus speaking to systems of exploitation today?

5. Instead of walking away when he is let go, Paul exposes 
the injustice that he has experienced. He chooses to make 



peace instead of “keep the peace”. Where in your life, your 
community, and our world are things not as they should be? 
How can we work to make peace in these places?
 
6. The compassion of Paul and Silas compels the jailer to 
seek God. In the last week or two, where have you seen the 
heart of the divine in another person’s words or actions?

BENEDICTION/PRAYER:

God of new beginnings,  

You constantly surprise us— by dwelling in places and 
people we never would have expected.  

For those of us who’ve felt like who we are isn’t what the 
church needs—  
may we be reminded that you have formed new beginnings 
from all sorts of unlikely people. 

Transform us now, God, to be people who have the courage 
to divert our course when we feel you calling us elsewhere.  

Invite us to see your Spirit working in all things, in all places, 
in all people.  

May we know that who we are is who you’ve made us to be. 
And that in this moment, in this season of life, we are 
capable of participating in your work in the world—  
work that transforms, and renews, and brings lasting peace 
to all things. 

Amen 


