
Series: Acts 
Week 6  
 
Read: Acts 17:16-34  
 
SUMMARY: 
Summer is beginning to draw to a close, and we are only a 
few weeks away from Launch Sunday! This week was our 
sixth week in the book of Acts. 

Last week we looked at how the good news of Jesus 
impacted two women representing the opposite ends of a 
societal spectrum, and how it changed the life of a jailer 
while calling the local officials to accountability. Today, in Acts 
17, we’ll see how Paul engages the Greek intellectuals and 
gets to publicly talk about his faith in their language. 

In his speech at the Areopagus, Paul adapts the way he 
presents the story of Jesus— he puts this story of grace into 
a language that connects with those he is speaking to. In 
Athens, Paul finds that the God he worships has been at 
work in places he didn’t expect. While the city is filled with 
idols, it is also filled with the Holy Spirit, working through 
those who worship God.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. In Athens, Paul quoted a Greek philosopher and a poet to 
help tell the story in a way that the Athenians could receive. 
Has anything from our culture (art, literature, movies, music 
or something else) ever helped you understand or tell the 
story of Jesus more clearly?

2. Over the past two weeks we have seen Paul share the 
message of Jesus in various ways. Can you think of a time 
where someone told you something that was important to 
them, in a way that connected with you personally?

3. When Paul's journey was suddenly diverted to Athens, his 
plans changed unexpectedly. Paul responded by sharing the 
message of Jesus in Athens. Paul found a way to keep doing 
what he believed God had called him to do, even though 
Paul's plans and circumstances had changed. When is the 
last time you had to adapt to a sudden change of plans or 
direction? How did you respond?

4. In Acts 17, Paul brought the message of Jesus to Jews in 
the synagogue, and also educated and influential Greek 
leaders and philosophers. These different groups received 
the message in different ways. Today, what sub-cultures and 
types of people do you think would be most open to the story 



of Jesus? How can the story speak good news to the various 
sub-cultures and types of people in today's world? 

5. Paul’s awareness of the cultural and religious landscape 
was crucial to the way he communicated. How can we 
become more aware of the values and beliefs that those 
around us hold? How can we listen and learn from others in 
a way that is honouring and humble? Should this affect the 
way we talk about faith? If so, how? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Gracious and Loving God— 

thank you for the way you work in our lives,
and how you shape our stories. 

We are grateful that you choose to reveal yourself in people 
and communities. 

Grant us the humility to listen well, 
the courage to speak at the right time, 
and the wisdom to know how to demonstrate your love.

We ask you to go ahead of us into everything that this week 
will bring—
may we sense your nearness in each moment. 

Help us see where you are already at work waiting for us to 
show up and be present. 

In the powerful name of the risen Christ we pray, 

Amen. 


