
Series: Acts  
Part 8 (Kensington) and 7 (Inglewood)
 
Read: Acts 27  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
We are nearing the finale of the book of Acts. 
This summer through the Acts sermons we’ve covered topics 
like the forward-facing journey in faith, the complicated 
struggles that come when you start something new, the 
serious business of being the temples of the Spirit, and so 
much more. 
Today, we come to the shorter, colder days for the Apostle 
Paul. Paul leaves prison after two years. And still as a 
prisoner, Paul is put on a ship for Rome. 
Sure he’s appealing to Caesar, so Rome is his ultimate 
destination. But for Paul, Rome means so much more: Rome 
is a gateway to the whole world, Rome is the “ends of the 
earth.” So by taking the good news to Rome, the whole world 
will hear it. 
Acts 27 describes one part of Paul’s journey to Rome and 
encourages us to have hope in a shipwreck. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. When was the last time you had to let go of some of your 
independence and needed the help and care of others? 
What did you learn from it? 

2. In Acts 27:1-11, Luke gives us the setting of the story. 
What do we learn about Julius and his attitude towards Paul? 
What details in this section signal that sailing to Rome at that 
point was not the best idea? Why do you think Paul’s advice 
was ignored?
 
3. What are the indications of the growing despair on the part 
of the crew and a total loss of control of the ship in vv.
13-20?  

4. In the pagan world, the gods were out to get you, and a 
sea storm could be an instrument of divine vengeance on the 
wicked. How is Paul’s God different in vv.21-29? And how 
does Paul impart hope to the crew and communicate to them 
that his God is trustworthy? 



5. Just because Paul has hope in God, it doesn't mean he 
gets a free pass in the struggle. The shipwreck still happens. 
How do our circumstances, the storms and shipwrecks we 
experience in life, at work, in relationships, affect our spiritual 
life and how we see God? What helps you to fight fear and 
hold on to hope in the midst of a storm?
 
6. How does Luke show us in the rest of the chapter that an 
unofficial change of “leadership” has occurred and the new 
trust developed? What do we learn about what it means to 
be saved from this whole story?

7. Reflecting on your own experience, in what specific area 
of your life would you like to grow in your trust in God? And is 
there a way for community to be part of your journey? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving God,

We thank you for the gift of life and for what an adventure it 
is to be human. 
We are reminded that life is fierce, but you are faithful, and 
even in our darkest hour you draw near and recover our 
vision of you and of ourselves. 

We thank you that we do not go through this life alone, 
help us to be open to how you are healing us and using us to 
heal each other.
We are reminded that you are with us in our struggle and in 
our fear and that you know all the ways in which we need to 
be saved. 

God this week, when we encounter a struggle, when we 
witness the struggle of another - will you bring your calm, 
your clarity, your sustenance. Give us the strength to fight 
not only for ourselves but for the health and healing and 
rescue of one another, and the world we live in.

Be our hope, be our safety, be our renewal, we pray. 
Amen. 


