
Series: Advent Week Two  
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Luke 1:26-38 (Matthew 1:21-23) and Isaiah 7:1-16
 
SUMMARY: 
As we are revisiting the familiar stories this Advent, we want to 
uncover a sense of the unexpected, and we want to read them 
as if for the first time and be surprised by what we uncover. 
We want to see this Advent taking us out of the cute and 
comfortable and potentially non-threatening story into a really 
remarkable, incredibly political and shockingly subversive tale 
we call Christmas. In particular, in this series, we will take four 
images from Jesus life and look at the unexpected ways that 
his arrival transforms the expectations or the interpretations, or 
sometimes even the meanings that Christians apply to the 
Hebrew scriptures. Today we are looking at how in the birth 
narratives both Luke and Matthew draw inspiration from and 
transform the text of Isaiah.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Share about your experience of Advent. Have you been 
observing it as a special season for a while or is it something 

new you’d like to explore?  
What have you found helpful to make your experience of 
Advent more meaningful? Or perhaps you find Advent really 
difficult and struggle with this season?

2. Context: The two kings - king of Aram and king of Israel (the 
northern kingdom) - want to form an alliance to fight Assyria. 
They want Judah (the southern kingdom) to join them, but 
Ahaz does not want to go into battle. So the two kings team up 
to fight Judah first to replace Ahaz and the line of David with 
another king, someone they call “the son of Tabeel” (which can 
be interpreted as a play on words “God is good” and mean 
“good for nothing”), who will make Judah join their alliance 
against Assyria.  
Read Isaiah 7:1-16. How does the context of Isaiah’s 
prophecy help us understand the content of it? 
 
3. Why do you think Isaiah sees Ahaz’s reaction in Isaiah 
7:10-11 as disbelief? What is the emphasis of the prophecy 
and, in particular, the sign in Isaiah 7:14-16? How was it 
supposed to help them overcome their fear?1

 

 The word Isaiah uses here for “virgin" can also mean a young woman of marriageable age. Matthew and Luke make it very clear in their gospels that they 1

actually mean “virgin”.



4. Isaiah 7 is addressed to Ahaz and the people of Judah, and 
the prophet uses the name Immanuel which means God-with-
us. Isaiah 8 is directed at Israel, the northern kingdom that 
was planning to fight Assyria (and Judah), and it uses the 
same word, Immanuel, but the translation leaves it as “God is 
with us.” 
How does Eugene Peterson’s handling of Isaiah 8:9-10 help 
us to see God as the God who is with all who suffer, without 
dividing “us” and “them”?  2

5. What does Luke want us to know about Mary? How does 
her reaction to the angel’s message change and why? What 
do we learn about Jesus from the angel? Why do you think the 
angel mentions Elizabeth in his response to Mary’s question?  

6. How do the birth narratives in Luke and Matthew transform 
the prophecy of Isaiah? How is the with-ness of Jesus 
emphasized over the spectacular-ness of his birth?  How do 3

Isaiah’s prophecy and Matthew and Luke ’s descriptions of 
Jesus enlarge our imagination of God?

7. What has resonated with you from how the gospels connect 
with and retell the old story? Or, what would you like to take 
with you into the rest of your week from this conversation?

For the next few weeks, we invite you to read the story of 
Christ’s coming and to sit with it, to meditate on it and allow it 
to speak to you in new ways, to notice the ways that you are 
waiting for something right now and to notice the ways that 
you are grieving over something very painful, and to wait for 
Christ to show up in the spaces you least expect. 

BENEDICTION: 

May Christmas be unexpected for you this year.
May you learn to look for God in surprising spaces.
May the Divine appear not where you want  
But exactly where you need this Christmas.
Amen

Additional resources:  
Check out The Bible Project Advent resources https://
thebibleproject.com/explore/the-advent-series/ 

 But face the facts, all you oppressors, and then wring your hands.
2

    Listen, all of you, far and near.

Prepare for the worst and wring your hands.

    Yes, prepare for the worst and wring your hands!

Plan and plot all you want—nothing will come of it.

    All your talk is mere talk, empty words,

Because when all is said and done,

    the last word is Immanuel—God-With-Us.

By the time Jesus arrives the Jewish people have been subject to Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and now Rome.3


