
Series: Advent Week Two
Kensington Commons  
Read: 1 Samuel 1:1-2:11, Luke 1:39-56. 
 
SUMMARY: 
As we are revisiting the familiar stories this Advent, we want 
to uncover a sense of the unexpected, we want to read as if 
for the first time and be surprised by what we uncover. 
We want to see this Advent taking us out of the cute and 
comfortable and potentially non-threatening story into a really 
remarkable, incredibly political and shockingly subversive 
tale we call Christmas. In particular, in this series, we will 
take four images from Jesus life and look at the unexpected 
ways that his arrival transforms the expectations or the 
interpretations, or sometimes even the meanings that 
Christians apply to the Hebrew scriptures. Today we are 
looking at how the songs of Hannah and Mary expand our 
imagination of God and speak to our deepest needs.

“Advent marks something momentous: God’s coming into 
our midst. That coming is not just something that happened 

in the past. It is a recurring possibility here and now.”1
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Share about your experience of Advent. Have you been 
observing it as a special season for a while or is it something 
new you’d like to explore? What have you found helpful to 
make your experience of Advent more meaningful? Or 
perhaps you find Advent really difficult and struggle with this 
season? 

2. Consider Hannah’s story and the context of her song in 1 
Samuel 1:1-28, what stands out to you? What other women 
in the Bible do her story and experience of barrenness 
remind you of? What helps us see her and those other 
women as a “type” - a signal that God will be found in the 
story? If you feel comfortable, share how Hannah’s situation 
resonates with you personally this season.

 “Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas”, Orbis Books, xv.1



 
3. Look at Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:1-11.  How does 2

Hannah’s song respond to how God remembered her and 
how does it express her desire for Israel and the future? 
What is the connection between the personal and the 
universal here? How does it reflect her values or longing? Or, 
why do you think Hannah’s song/prayer takes this vast 
scope? 

4. Where in your life do you notice how your values and 
longings can get co-opted by advertising and our economic 
system? What helps you to recover meaning and reconnect 
with what really matters?

5. Before you move to Mary’s song, share about what 
liberation means to you. Is there something you want 
radically reversed? Something global, or relational, or 
personal?
 
6. Consider Mary’s song called Magnificat (Latin for 
“magnify”) in Luke 1:46-55.  What does Mary want to see 3

reversed? How are her longings similar and different from 
Hannah’s? How does this song correct the image of Mary as 
a serene and contemplative young woman and cast her as a 
prophet?

As you go through this week, reflect on how these two songs 
speak to your heart. Ask yourself - what do I really long for? 
How is Jesus liberating me?

PRAYER from the sermon: 

Loving God of holy liberation,
Only you know the longing that is present in this room, 
Longing for love, healing, wholeness,
Longing for connection, answers, direction,
Somehow we trust you are attentive to it all. 

In this season of waiting, will you show us your liberation.
Your liberation is slow and patient,
Your liberation is tender and truthful,
Your liberation always holds us close and carefully frees us 
from our own destruction. 

Help us this Advent to take steps towards a world more 
liberated,
More liberated to share, more liberated to listen,  
More liberated to follow the humble way of Jesus.
With and through the Holy Spirit we pray,  
Amen

 During that time Israel’s worship was syncretic, they worshiped both Yahweh and the fertility goddess Asherah. Samuel is a part of the 2

Nevi’im - the theological history of Israel. Samuel follows Judges. Archeologist Flinders Petrie wrote about the time of Judges as “a terribly 
barbaric age [with] savage retaliations, and fierce struggles of disorganized tribes.”  

 The word “helped” in Greek in vv. 54 means “to take a person or thing as it is to be held”, "to embrace.”3


