
Series: Advent Week Three 
Kensington Commons 
Read: Matthew 2 (focus on Matt. 2:13-23) and Hosea 11:1-4  
 
SUMMARY: 
In our third week of Advent, we are looking at Matthew’s 
creative use of the prophet Hosea, while reflecting on what it 
means to practice holy remembering during Advent and how 
God did not sidestep the costs associated with being human.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Scott has shared how he picked up the practice of Advent 
in his early twenties, and how Advent has changed over time 
for him: moving from the warmth of the lights and greenery to 
making the choice to find quiet moments, to look at places in 
the world where hunger and longing are rampant, to think 
about situations where power is abused and to start seeing 
the story of Jesus in light of those things and to hold hope for 
possible reversals. 

Think and share about your experience. Where do you long 
for hope and a reversal in our world today, and also in your 
own life?  

Alternatively, share about your Advent journey this year and 
if you’ve been able to find some quiet moments and what it 
looks like for you.

2. Read Matthew 2. What is the context for the family’s 
escape to Egypt? Who are the main characters mentioned in 
the narrative and what does the author reveal about them 
through description and dialogues?  1

 
3. Why does the family need to flee so urgently? What are 
the points or indications of suspense and emotional intensity 
in the narrative that the author wants us to pay attention to? 
How does this story help you see the incarnation differently? 

4. In the sermon, it was mentioned that we make space for 
good theology when we let the stories be human, and when 
we let them help us see the incarnation, God becoming 
human, not as an abstraction, but as a picture of the costs 
associated with being human. God does not sidestep those 
costs, because many of us in the world cannot sidestep them 
either. How does this resonate with you? 

 Herod, de facto a puppet king, was ruthless and violent, he executed his own wife and sons to hold on to his power.1



5. Read Hosea 11:1-4.  In Matthew 2:14-15, the author 2

quotes from Hosea. However, Hosea in his turn refers to the 
episode from ancient Hebrew history - Exodus - when God’s 
people under the leadership of Moses were brought out of 
Egypt and freed from slavery, fleeing a murderous king.  
Why do you think Matthew chooses to use this particular 
passage from Hosea?
 
6. When describing Herod’s violence in Matthew 2:16-18, the 
author quotes from another prophet, Jeremiah 31:15,  3

introducing the image of Rachel (one of the matriarchs of the 
12 tribes of Israel) weeping for her children, Israel, taken into 
Babylonian captivity.  
What do you think Matthew wants to communicate by using 
this imagery so familiar to his audience in this context?

7. How does Matthew connect and reinterpret, or even 
reimagine, the two stories here - the story of God being the 
“parent” for Israel needing rescue and the story of Jesus? 
Who is the child that needs rescue? How does God take the 
place of vulnerability here?  
 
And in what way does it help you to know that God is 
standing with you in all the places of waiting and hope this 
Advent? 

PRAYER from the sermon: 
 
God, you are present to us in the grace of community and in 
the mysterious ways that this scripture has come to us now. 
 
And some of us are stirred today to maybe practice some 
holy remembering, when we are able to see clearly some 
part of our story today. 
And we ask that you would you give us such clarity in this 
season to see and remember the ways that you’ve been 
near to us and to see new ways forward. 
 
Some of us are also aware of the images and icons in our 
lives right now, and how the story of your birth and your 
escape parallels the great suffering all around us, the great 
longing and the great sorrow that we all share.
 
And that is why we pray for peace, and we work for justice,
And we ask for comfort for the heavy hearts here today, for 
those we live with who carry brokenness and shame this 
Advent.
O God, be near to us and teach us to trust that you stand 
with those in need. You stand with us in our need for 
deliverance, And we ask that you’d help us to see our 
longing for light as actually being sparked by your Spirit. 
 
O Jesus, sustain us along the way and help us to attend to 
the unexpected ways you are already here, we ask. Amen.

 Approx. written in 8th century BCE. In chapter 11, Hosea describes God lamenting the people’s choices to be unfaithful in the relationship 2

with God and their rejection of Divine rule.

 There is a Feast of the Holy Innocents, when the Church commemorates this story. 3


