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SYNOPSIS
 
From Bobbie Salkeld: 
 
We opened the first Sunday of Advent with Isaiah 8:16-9:2 
and Matthew 4:12-17.  While Christmas is a celebration of 
Light, Advent makes space for the dark parts of our spiritual 
journey.  I wove a couple stories from my life around these 
texts to draw out the theme of darkness: a time when I spoke 
at summer camp to teenagers about paying attention to the 
darkness in life and a time when I chose to take the darkest 
path from my grandparents to my house as a kid.  This 
“darkest path” made me feel brave and alive.

The Advent invitation is to pause in difficult parts of our lives 
so we can arrive at Christmas ready to celebrate the Light 
that has come.  Like Isaiah, we can name the ways we have 
gotten lost, experienced longing, or tripped over our fear.  
We hear the invitation of Jesus to “Repent for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”  The poet Scott Cairns says that 
repentance is an invitation to not so much turn away from 
sin, but to turn towards the Saviour.

We pray “Come Lord Jesus, come” right into the middle of 
any darkness we know and name this Advent season.

 
 
 

Read Isaiah 8:16-9:2 and Matthew 4:12-17

DISCUSSION  
 
1. As we enter Advent together - do you have any Advent-
specific rituals or traditions that you participate in?   
 
2. When discussing the annual observance of Advent , Bobbi 
said the story doesn’t change but we do, and that allows us 
to experience the old story in new ways. What’s different for 
you this year as we enter the season of Advent? 
 
3. Isaiah names the ways we have done each of these - can 
you name any of the ways where you feel you have: 
- gotten lost?  
- experienced longing?  
- tripped over fear?  
 
What did your experience of God look like through or after 
those moments?  

4. Bobbi mentioned teaching at a summer camp that we are 
all marked by darkness, and that God hovers above it 
working to create something new. She described that 
darkness can come in different ways: distance from yourself, 
broken relationships, disconnection from creation, and 
silence from God. Anywhere in these areas that you have 
experienced darkness since last Advent?

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

We'd also like to ask everyone to consider whether the Noon 
service might work for you and your family. It could 
potentially be an awkward time but by moving to the Noon 
service you can help free up a seat for a visitor who might be 
exploring faith at one of our more established service times. 
 
Worship Night - December 6th at 7pm join us for a mid 
week worship service.  
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each of 
you are interested in sending in a question each week that 
you think would be good for discussion. You are the ones 
leading through these every week and know what flies and 
what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective in 
the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and I’ll 
throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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