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SYNOPSIS
 
In week three of our Advent series, we moved from darkness…to 
waiting…into mystery.
We turned our attention to the Suffering Servant passage in Isaiah 
53, and considered just how unexpected this message of a 
diminutive, frail, and unattractive Messiah might have been. Isaiah 
utilizes images of God’s glorious intervention from the celebrated 
stories of the Torah. He then makes the bold claim that an exiled 
Israel would see that kind of powerful intervention again…but 
through a Messiah unlike any king or warrior before him. God’s 
power? Appearing in the life of a suffering and rejected 
representative? Really? 
In the face of these questions, we reflected on times in our lives 
when only by looking back we were we able to see God’s power 
and presence. 
We then spent some time looking at the story of ‘the boy Jesus’ 
from the end of Luke 2. The key to this story is to see how Jesus’ 
own parents could not perceive or understand his Divine identity. 
This is primarily because Jesus clarified just how normal and 
unremarkable the work of God in the world looks, and this 
contrasted with his parents’ expectations. 
These stories offer us an opportunity to ask difficult questions, yes. 
But they also shape in us a willingness to follow God’s vulnerable 
example. In Christ, God shows us that projecting strength and 
perfection are not the best means to experience redemption. 
When we hallow and treasure these stories in our hearts, we may 
find the courage to bring our frailty and unattractiveness to bear in 
our connections with others. And it’s in those places of mutual 
vulnerability that we might just begin to see the mystery of God’s 
power at work in our “lowly-lovely” lives. 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION

- Read Luke 2:41-52, Isaiah 53 
 
1. Scott opened up by mentioning some of the mysteries that 
are present in the story of Christmas (babies recognizing 
babies in the womb, “wise men” showing up from all over, a 
virgin birth, persistent appearance of angels). Which of these 
have you traditionally questioned more? Which have you 
been more okay with letting remain a mystery? 

2. In Luke 2:47, Scott told us that when the writer says that 
everyone was “amazed” when Jesus was at the temple with 
the other pupils and teachers, it is speaking more about his 
presence than his intelligence or unnatural skill. Does this 
line up with your imagination of the child Christ? How have 
you traditionally imagined Jesus as a child?  
 
3. What do you think of the line “The assumption is not that 
Jesus is exceptional, but that he’s unexpected.”

4. What other “nagging questions” exist for you in this story?  
What does it look like for you to try and be faithful in the face 
of these questions?  
 
5. When you look back on your life, where do you notice 
moments when you were frustrated with the seeming silence 
or absence of God? Where can you notice “the strong hand 
and outstretched arm” of God involved your story? 

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

We'd also like to ask everyone to consider whether the Noon 
service might work for you and your family. It could 
potentially be an awkward time but by moving to the Noon 
service you can help free up a seat for a visitor who might be 
exploring faith at one of our more established service times. 
 
 
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each of 
you are interested in sending in a question each week that 
you think would be good for discussion. You are the ones 
leading through these every week and know what flies and 
what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective in 
the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and I’ll 
throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel
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