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SYNOPSIS
 
All through the story of the scriptures God is pulling and nudging— 
he’s inviting us to come toward him… slowly, bit by bit, he is 
revealing himself to us.
We saw this in Leviticus - the beauty we can still find even in this 
incomplete image of God, but here at advent, in the womb of an 
unmarried 14 year old girl in Palestine… God says I am ready to 
be completely known…

So truth of the God behind the universe, the truth of the God who 
sat behind the stars in the sky of the ancient world which looked 
like little windows into the heavens, the truth of the same God who 
sits behind the known universe that is - as of today 93 billion light 
years across, the truth of the God who existed before there was -
reveals himself perfectly as a helpless zygote subject the hormone 
shifts of an adolescent girl.

The most powerful, strong, self-sufficient, concept we can muster 
in our minds reveals himself as the most dependant, vulnerable, 
creature in the universe… and this is not a mistake or a metaphor
or an oversight. This is who God is.

On this final Sunday before Christmas, in the Mangificate of Mary,
what we realize is that the darkness, and the waiting, and humility 
of it all - all of this smallness and hiddenness, all of this hushed 
hope we experience in this season,

it wasn't meant to sneak God passed us… 

it was meant to reveal God to us… 

 

 
DISCUSSION

- Read Luke 1:35-56 
 
1. Jeremy described Mary as a hero of the faith  - 
extraordinary, courageous, and accepting of the costly 
conviction that God was doing something through her for the 
world. When you think of Mary, is hero a word that comes to 
mind? What other words come to mind? 

2. Jeremy asserted that the root of all sin is a 
misapprehension of God's character. To what extent do you 
agree? Where do you see this perspective at play in 
scripture? In your life? 
 
3. Meister Eckhart said "What good is it if Mary gave birth to 
the Son of God all those years ago, and I do not give birth to 
the Son of God in my time and culture?" Have you thought of 
yourself as a God-bearer? How might your faith change if 
this was a consistently present conviction for you? 

4. Jeremy said "you carry within you love that will confound 
even you". Have you had a confounding love experience?  
 
5. Has an angel, however you define that, come to you? Was 
it scary?

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

We'd also like to ask everyone to consider whether the Noon 
service might work for you and your family. It could 
potentially be an awkward time but by moving to the Noon 
service you can help free up a seat for a visitor who might be 
exploring faith at one of our more established service times. 
 
 
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

NEW IDEA FOR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
We are starting a new experiment - I’m wondering if each of 
you are interested in sending in a question each week that 
you think would be good for discussion. You are the ones 
leading through these every week and know what flies and 
what doesn’t.  
I’d love to get a broader range of thought and perspective in 
the questions and this is one way I can think of.  
 
If you want to, please text me a question on Sunday and I’ll 
throw it into the mix and see how they fit. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel
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