
Part 1 - December 3, 2017 
 
Theotokos

Entering Advent Together
• Mary is Theotokos - the God-bearer
• this is important as we understand both the full humanity 

and full divinity of Jesus 

Mary the 1st century human
• Mary is now a saint, but started as a humble young 

woman, not special that we can see.
• She must still have been good, is a faithful mother 

New Community is started 
• Jesus binds his mother and the apostle John together
• Mary is found with the disciples in the book of Acts as the 

early church is beginning  

Grief at the cross
• There is obviously grief as Mary watches her son die
• in this moment, Jesus cares for her by making sure she 

won’t be left to fend for herself alone in that culture
• Our grief is welcome in God’s presence  

God is with us
• God’s presence meets us with help and hope 

Read: John 19:25-27

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. What’s your favourite Christmas movie?  
  
2. We described Mary as not anything magnificent, 
but just a faithful and human mother. Sometimes, the 
work of the divine is accomplished through those who 
are willing to be faithful in ordinary, everyday ways. 
Can you think of someone in your life who has 
demonstrated that kind of faithfulness?    

3. Have you thought about Mary as the mother of the 
church before? What do you think the term 
“responsibility” can really mean when it comes to 
living together in community? 
 
4. The story of Mary at the foot of the cross taught us 
that, despite our instinct, our grief is welcome in God’s 
presence. What other emotions, experiences, or 
burdens might we hesitate to bring to God?  

5. What are some ways that you are hoping newness 
can come through your grief?   



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 
God of hope -  
For many of us, this first week of Advent signifies 
something to be excited about…  
something to get excited about.  

We enter this season with hopeful expectation. 
Regardless of how many times we’ve been through 
this season before, would you help it be new to us… 
help it be fresh for us as we wait to celebrate the 
incredible reality that you became an infant to dwell 
among us. 

God, for many of us, this season can’t help but 
remind us of our grief - of the darkness in our lives. 
 
Thank you for the reminder, through the very human 
person of Mary, that we do not walk alone. 
Thank you for the reminder, through the very human 
person of Mary, that all of what grieves us is 
welcome in your presence. 
Amen. 


