
Part 2 - December 10, 2017 
 
Theotokos

Signs
• signs & symbols remind us of the bigger story of 

God at work in the world
Scarcity at the wedding
• There isn’t enough wine, Jesus works behind the 

scenes to provide for the party without anyone 
really knowing what he’s done

Mary 1 – In the clouds
• Mary knows her son and knows the time and helps 

push him to begin his public ministry
Mary 2 – Container of the Uncontainable
• God will use the human story to hold the divine.  
Abundance of the wine
• Where glory was doled out in small doses in the 

past, in Jesus the glory is overflowing like new 
wine

Glory 
• In Jesus, the ordinary is transformed into glory, 

and scarcity is replaced with abundance

Read: John 2:1-11

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. With two weeks until Christmas, have you been able to 
carve out time to slow down, to be quiet, to let anticipation 
build in this season? How can you try to make this happen 
for yourself?  
  
2.  Can you think of any symbols or signs that have been 
significant for you in your life? (note that symbols don’t have 
to be “religious”, such as a cross, to be significant). 

3. It is clear that our world knows the feeling of scarcity all 
too well. The kingdom of God, on the other hand, is all about 
abundance. Where have you seen scarcity, and where have 
you seen abundance in your own story?
 
4. Letting go of old ideas so new ones can show up is a key 
part of human development. It’s also a big part of faith. Can 
you think of old ideas of God or yourself that you want to let 
go of so that new ones can surface?  

5. It was suggested that there is value in learning to trust 
oneself the way that Mary does. Do you find it easy or 
difficult to trust yourself?   



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Loving God, 
As we gather around the story of Jesus turning 
water into wine, will you remind us of all the ways 
you come to make things new.  

This is work you do from the inside out, from the 
sidelines of the party, in and through the people you 
call to help realize your shalom in our midst.  

As we consider how you, loving God, come to us as 
a child, and grow in us as a Saviour, and show us 
how to share your love with others, 

Will you quiet the noise of the season.
Will you still the anxiety of the world.  
O God, will you still it.

Will you draw us into your safe embrace and send 
us out with deep compassion and with grace upon 
grace. 

AMEN.  


