
Part 3 - December 17, 2017 
 
Theotokos

The God-Bearer

The Maginficat
• the tip of a very long story of anticipation  

The Anticipation
• the nation has been waiting for a saviour  

The Question
• The angel asks, Mary chooses 

The Reversal
• everything about Christmas is about God 

ignoring what is great to be close to what is 
humble

Read: Luke 1:46-55

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. What are you most looking forward to this coming 
weekend (FYI: it’s Christmas)?

2. With one week until Christmas, when or where 
are you most likely aware of God’s presence?  
 
3. How has your view of God changed or grown 
because of this series so far?  

4. It was suggested this week that the angel didn’t 
tell Mary that this was going to be her story, but that 
the angel essentially asked Mary if she would do 
this. Did you sense any invitation from God in the 
way the story speaks about the angel’s interaction 
with Mary? 
 
5. Did anything that was said this week make you 
think differently about God or about yourself?  



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of advent,
you re-assure us that the night is far spent
and the day is almost at hand.

Keep us awake and alert in this season of waiting, 
watching for your kingdom, 
looking for ways to bring and to be your light in the 
world.  
 
Make us strong in faith, unafraid of the dark,
and yet vulnerable enough to feel deeply — so that 
we may join others in the healing of their pain.

God of glorious, simple, unexpected gifts - 
help us to set aside the commercial trappings of the 
season to be present to your story today
so that we might bring that same surprising gift of 
love to everyone we encounter this advent.
And as we wait for you, help us to wait well -
with hope and anticipation and an active investment 
in the world that we know you have planted beneath 
our feet. 

Child of Bethlehem — make your presence known 
to us today. 
Amen  

The Magnificat: 
 
 
And Mary said: 

My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant. From now on all generations will call me 
blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him, from 
generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he 
has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones but 
has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things but has 
sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to 
be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he 
promised our ancestors.

Luke 1:46-55


