
Part 3 - June 25, 2017

READ: Matthew 4:8-11

SYNOPSIS:

These beautifully constructed stories we read in the gospels 
remind us that Jesus is the long awaited culmination of a 
story that began long, long ago. 
If Jesus had taken the path toward his kingdom offered to 
him by the devil in this passage, then maybe things would 
have been easier… but it would have been opposed to the 
grace of God’s character and his plan for creation. 
 
See, the story of God is long and it’s complex - but that’s 
okay -
because the story of God was never meant to be efficient. 
It was meant to be beautiful.
And so the image of a Messiah who serves others first, and a 
King who turns his authority and splendour upside down so 
that it looks like invitation and friendship are not incidental to 
the story… because how Jesus is Jesus is the gospel.

The story isn't just that God saves us - it’s how God saves us 
with love and grace and peace by offering himself to us. 
Once again what is important here as the story unfolds is the 
unexpected way in which Jesus fulfils that role. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Of the three temptations discussed in this series (safety/
security, approval/esteem, power/control), is there one that creates 
more anxiety in your life? 

2. We spoke this week about a deeper meaning for the word 
“worship” - we said it is how we live and breathe in response to 
God, and how we move in and through the world to create change. 
What did you think of this? Do you agree? 

3. Jeremy spoke about the story from Exodus when Aaron builds 
the golden calf - a familiar story that we have often assumed was 
about worshiping the wrong thing - but he said the problem isn't 
that they abandoned the true God to worship a new God,
the problem is they are worshiping the true God in the wrong way. 
What do you think of this? Are there other examples you can think 
of where something like this has happened in your experience? 

 
4. We again spoke about how the devil or satan can be thought of 
as anything that opposes God. Do you agree with this idea? What 
about the rest of the statement about how this is not about saying 
the Devil isn’t real but it is about expanding our consciousness to 
realize that there is more going on in a story?

5. Do you have anxiety about the choices of others in your life? 
Does anything about this week’s message give you peace about 
settling in and walking with them? 



BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God as we speak of our desire for power and control and the 
fact that we sometimes wish to dominate our world with our 
perspective regardless of the damage our shortsightedness 
might cause…

would you forgive us
for the ways that our worst and sometimes even our best 
intentions 
have led to the suffering of others.

Would you forgive us for the ways we have imposed 
ourselves on others unintentionally in the pursuit of what we 
thought was good.

Would you help us to realize that the means to the end are 
just as important as the goal and that to follow you means to 
walk the path - even when it is slow and long.

amen
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