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SYNOPSIS
 
Revenge never works - it only escalates. The problem that the 
story of Samson shows us so clearly is that revenge is always 
justice plus one; you hurt me and I inflict hurt back on you - plus 
one. But now not only are you hurt, there’s a new perceived 
imbalance. And this goes back and forth and on, and on, and on - 
and that’s the story of revenge. 
 
We can diffuse revenge by humanizing the other. Once you start 
to recognize that all of the hurtful choices you made in the past  
were driven by motivations that dissolve in the presence of grace, 
it allows us to think differently about the hurt that’s happened to us 
as well.  
Now it doesn't mean hurt isn’t real - hurt hurts - regardless of the 
motivation. But when you understand that the person who hurt you 
is probably acting out of a deep seated sense of fear or insecurity 
it helps to humanize our interactions. In other words, if your  
approach to hurt is revenge you will never be able to go one for 
one… it’s impossible.
Measuring, creating, and transferring suffering is a myth - there is 
no way for you to make them hurt they way you do. It doesn’t work 
and it ends in escalation. 
No matter how badly you want revenge - no matter how much you 
may deserve to get even - Jesus says that is not a story that ends 
well. 
Revenge is when you take your pain and you pass it to someone 
else and you say “it’s your problem now: deal with it.”
Forgiveness is when you hold that hurt so closely and you feel it 
so deeply that you disarm it of it’s power and you rob of it’s 
potency…  
and doing that can change the world…

 

 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
- Read Judges 15:1-17, Matthew 18:21-35 

1. This week we talked about the idea that revenge = justice 
+ 1. How do you or have differentiated justice from 
revenge? 


2. In what ways have you seen our society dehumanize 
people to justify or legitimize revenge? 


3. Do you think Jesus' teachings on forgiveness could be 
applied at national or international levels? Why/why not? 


4. We indicated that hurting is subjective. Have you had the 
experience of having someone tell you that your hurt them? 
How did you respond? Conversely, have you ever had 
someone tell you that you shouldn't be hurt by something 
they said or did? 


5. We talked about the idea that human beings act in 
unhealthy, hurtful ways out of two primary motivations—

fear and insecurity. Do you have an experience of this in your 
own life, or have you seen this play out around you?
 
6. How does the idea that Jesus invites us to absorb our 
hurts rather than pass them on affect your understanding of 
the process of forgiveness?


Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT COMMONS
 
Addition of our 4th service - On January 8th we will be 
launching a fourth Sunday service with new services times of 
9AM, 10:30AM, 12:00PM and 7:00PM every Sunday.

This will create more room for more people to engage with 
the Jesus conversation at Commons but in order to make it 
work we're going to need even more volunteers. Particularly 
in our kids and connection teams. Email 
volunteer@commons.church if you think you can jump in.

Women’s Brunch - Coming up on January 28th  
 
Backstory - A backstory is the history behind the story; the 
past behind the settings, characters, and events of a main 
story. Backstory at Commons takes us into the history of 
Christianity and the biblical texts to help us understand why 
and how we exist today.

If you are new to the Christian story or just looking to ground 
yourself in the story of God consider joining us for this four 
week course. 

We will meet over four Tuesdays: February 7, 14, 21, 28 at 
7:00pm at the church.  
 
AGM - Commons’ annual general meeting is March 8, 2017. 
Please join us! If you are a member please remember to sign 
the membership roll at the connection centre desk.  
 
There is always a ton happening throughout the community. 
Check www.commons.church/events for all the details.

FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. 
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255

Thanks so much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, Home Church Leaders. Let me know if you need anything!         joel
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