
Part 1 - July 2, 2017

READ: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

SYNOPSIS:
Exploring these stories this summer is not just an exercise in 
finding fun tales to tell - although they certainly are that. No, 
this story of David is the imaginative soil from which the early 
Christian understandings of Jesus begin to emerge. 
In other words, knowing the story of David and it’s place in 
the Hebrew tradition is vital for understanding the story of 
Jesus and how he brings the larger story to its fulfilment. 

Samuel visits and goes through 7 sons of Jesse, and is 
surprised that God has not chosen any of them (they each 
seemed to fit what Samuel thought would be best for the 
king). They are not bad - but God says He is looking at the 
heart, or the whole, or the center of the person, not just what 
we see - when he chooses this King…
The text subverts our expectations because this story of 
David is about how God uses people who don't fit the mold 
to break the mold.

In the same way, if we were to read through the stories David 
this summer and try to gloss his errors and lionize his 
victories at the expense of the rawness of his story, we would 
miss the point. Because this story is all about how the people 
who don't fit are exactly the people God is intent on using.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Have you thought of the second Commons location much 
lately? What do you think now that the location has been chosen?

2. Is there a David story that stands out most to you? 

3. What did you think about the part of the story where God seems 
to authorize some “light deception” to get Samuel through to 
David’s family in order to anoint him (verse 2)?
 
4. Do you know someone who seems to be a great and 
trustworthy leader despite not showing the “typical” or more 
recognized leadership strengths? Does the way God chooses 
David give you any confidence about the life you are called to 
lead? 

BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God - as we enter into these stories together, help us see 
both the humanity in David and the work of God through an 
honest yet imperfect man.  
We ask that these stories encourage us to be honest with 
ourselves, to be honest with how we sense you might be 
working in and around us, and to seek you in the larger story 
of the life of David - his victories and his weaknesses - and 
how they point to the human/divine person of Jesus.  
 
Amen. 




