
Part 3 - July 23, 2017
 
David & Saul
 
READ: 1 Samuel 16:14-23
 
Teaching Outline:
 
Saul
• Step inside the ancient storytelling perspectives 
• Saul’s life is no longer hospitable to the Spirit of God.  
• Spirits and solutions were complicating Saul’s story
David
• Enters Saul’s story with composite portraits - they 

each tell us something full about this figure who looms 
so large in scripture

• He seemed to lean into liminal spaces
Liminal spaces
• Pay attention
• Find what grounds you
• Bless the world with your song

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. As we go through these stories, do you tend to default 
to see Saul or the antagonists as the “really bad baddie 
and David is this really good goodie”  like Bobbi 
suggested we often do? 

2. Bobbi said that Saul’s life was “no longer hospitable 
to the Spirit of God” as a way of understanding the “evil” 
spirit from God that tormented Saul - what do you think 
of this explanation? 

3. Do you find it confusing that in the narratives of 
David’s life there seem to be two different introductions 
to Saul? 
 
4. Even though we can trust that God is with us when 
we are in a season of change, do you find that living it 
out is the tricky part? Do you have experiences of 
finding God in an unexpected space of transition?  

5. What have you found has grounded you when you’ve 
found yourself in a liminal space? 
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BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

God of all our in-betweens, our liminal spaces - 
You know and love each person:
For those in a season of incredible, daunting change, 
may your presence be known, and your provision enjoyed. 

For those supporting others in times of change - kids, health, 
aging parents, best friends, partners, co-workers - 
may you show us how to sing songs of peace to those 
people
songs that remind those who suffer or feel lost or are letting 
go that there is a ground to their being 
and it is you.

As we leave this service today, trusting that you go with us, 
we wait and imagine and participate in a world where love 
lasts and suffering fades. 
In you, Jesus, and with your Holy Spirit, we go forward to 
love.  Will you help us where we are weak.  
 
Amen. 
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