
Part 4 - July 30, 2017
 
David & Jonathan
 
READ: 1 Samuel 18:1-4, 19:1-8, 20:1-42
 
Teaching Outline:
 
Jonathan 
• In comparison to Saul - seems like “the good guy”
• Is an ancient, literary character
• ‘imaginative constructions’ - we do not write our own 
stories autonomously, Jonathan helps construct David’s 
story for us
 
First Encounter  
• ‘to be knit’ - he is devoted and bound to David
• two invitations: to listen to those knit to us, and to be 
knit to other’s stories
 
One Final Scene   
• ‘thematic centrepiece’ - Jonathan helps David, David 
honours his promise
• fidelity - engaging in the ideal and the action of the 
relationship

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How do you find a balance between reading the 
recorded history of these ancient passages and just 
being able to engage in the meanings of the story?

2. Do you have different versions of your stories that 
you tell to different audiences? What do you think of the 
notion that none of our stories are completely 
autonomous?

3. What do you think of the first encounter between 
David and Jonathan? What stands out to you? Why do 
you think you noticed that? 
 
4. Do you have anyone that has spoken into your story, 
given you a perspective, or encouraged you to consider 
a path that you initially laughed off? Has this happened 
once, more? Do you know of any times that you’ve been 
able to be this person for someone else?  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BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Oh Creator God,
We are thankful for this time and space we share today… 
 
where we make confessions of your kindness,  
where our eyes are lifted from our various situations to 
consider your faithful presence in our lives. 
 
We pray that you would guide us gently toward a clearer 
understanding of your great love… of your continuing work of 
making us whole… and that you would give us grace to live 
in agreement with that work, surrendering all of our 
clamouring search for control. 
 
Amen. 
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