
Part 9 - September 3rd, 2017
 
David & Absalom
READ: 2 Samuel 13:1-38, 14:25-33, 15:1-6, 25-26
 
Absalom 
• ‘in the course of time’ - a continuing story of 
David’s family, of Nathan’s prophecy (2 Sam 12:10)
• Amnon manipulates & rapes Tamar, Absalom 
reacts and kills Amnon
Passivity and Action
• David withdraws, Absalom engages
• Restoration… and rebellion - Absalom grasps for 
power
• Having and using power - David gives us an image 
of allowing God to rule… 
• Passivity and the Divine - trusting God’s goodness 
despite the possible outcomes
David as a model
• fails, faces betrayal & rejection - yet still attempts 
to trust God for the outcome while striving for right

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

 

1. What stood out to you this week? 

2. Was there anything confusing or troubling? 

3. Was there anything that was said that you 

disagreed with? 

4. Did anything make you think differently about 

God or yourself? 

5. How might this change the way we live?  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BENEDICTION/PRAYER: 

Oh great God…
We’re thankful today for the expanse of Your story. 
And for the privilege of declaring and hearing this 
Story in community: how our sharing here gives us 
life, drawing us into the mystery of extending that 
life into our city and world. 
 
Help us today…as we stand on the edge of another 
year together. Grant us courage to live with hope 
and truth extended against the powers of cynicism 
and control.  

Shape us by your Holy Spirit…so that we can reflect 
your great affection with clarity and humility. In this 
moment, and as we wrap up David’s story…remind 
us of the beauty that comes through a life yielded to 
you…regardless of how broken it might be.
 
We pray in the name of Christ, our Redeemer, 
Amen.
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