
SYNOPSIS
 
Everything deserves a second look - even the places where you 
thought there was death… And the gospels writers seem to get 
this in a way that has oddly confounded us for millennia. Over the 
years there have been countless attempts to harmonize the 
accounts of Jesus death and resurrection in precise detail, with 
forensic certainty, and yet — that seems to be very far from the 
intent of the writers… because rather than provide us with singular 
clarity they seem to want to present a story that is infinitely 
discoverable… a story that we could come back to a thousand 
times and still find something new.

The story says that Mary Magdalene turned around and she saw 
Jesus standing there, but she didn't realize it was him.

People have wondered about this in different ways:
Was this some type of mystical confusion?
Were her eyes simply too filled with tears to see clearly?
Did Jesus somehow look different?

All of that is possible, but perhaps more simply, the writer’s point 
here is that sometimes no matter how strong we are, we just can't 
see what we don’t expect… 
In other words: our weakness isn't what gets in the way of 
resurrection, our lack of imagination is…

because that’s how death really defeats us - it doesn't just 
overcome us all at once; what’s really scary is how death can 
slowly sap away our ability to recognize life…

Resurrection is not the exception, it’s the rule. 

It is the risen Christ who comes to meet us, who says our name,
who forces us to see though our tears in order to recognize life 
even in the places we thought there was death - that’s what 
resurrection is.

DISCUSSION 

- Read John 20:11-18

1. How did you break from Lent this year? Was it celebratory or did 
you learn about something that you might be able to continue 
without? 

2. Have you ever had a nickname? What was it? 

3. What would you want God's nickname for you to be?

4. What did you think about Mary Magdalene as Mary "The 
Tower?" Does this change your understanding of who she was 
among the disciples?

5. Do you have anyone in your life that constantly helps give you 
fresh or different perspectives?

6. Have you had a time in your life when something new was 
beginning but you didn't recognize it? 

Part 



FINDING YOUR RHYTHM 
 
Have you tried different rhythms between studying together, 
eating together, serving together, and praying together?  

Different groups do each of these in varying rhythms, 
depending on the makeup of their group and what they feel 
most drawn to for any particular season.  
If you would like any ideas or suggestions of models that 
other groups have tried or are using, please ask!

STAY IN TOUCH

commons.church

facebook: facebook.com/commonschurch
twitter: @commonschurch
instagram: @commonschurch
email: info@commons.church 
YouTube: youtube.com/commonschurch
iTunes: search “Kensington Commons Church”

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about 
anything Home Church related, please reach out. Thanks so 
much for your leadership and how you care for your groups, 
Home Church Leaders!       
 
joel@commons.church 
587.225.0255
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