
Series: Parables of Grace Easter Sunday 
Inglewood Commons

Text: Luke 15:11-31


SUMMARY:  
Easter is the height of the Christian calendar - it is the 
realization of our waiting and expectation that began back in 
Advent. During Lent this year we have been looking at the 
parables of grace, which Jesus offered as icons of himself 
and as one of God's ways of getting to us. Today we're 
looking at one final parable and how it invites us into the 
story of resurrection. 


Discussion questions are grouped according to the sermon 
sections. Feel free to explore one section in depth or cover 
as many questions as you’d like. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 


Plot Twists 
What do you notice about the context for the parable of the 
prodigal son? 


Who are Jesus’ listeners? What question or issue is Jesus 
addressing with these three stories of lostness and being 
found?

What parallels do you see in all three stories? How is the last 
one different from the first two? 


Jesus twists the patters that would have been familiar to his 
audience where the younger brother receives Divine 
preference (e.g. Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and 
Jacob), here the younger brother is not the hero. What do 
you think Jesus wants his listeners to pay attention to here?


How do you tend to react when your life script goes off the 
rails or when a familiar plot twists? How has Grace found 
you in those moments? Or, where do you need it right now? 


Younger Son 

What stands out to you about the three main characters in 
this story: the father and the two brothers? What do you 
think about the relational dynamics in the family? 




How did the younger son get "lost"? What else is being lost 
in the story? 

(Note: when the son asks for the share of his estate, the 
Greek word used here refers to the substance or essence of 
something.)


In what ways can our choices affect our very essence? 


What helps the younger son to become his true self? 

How does his “action plan” remind us of ourselves? How 
does it expose the way we tend to see God or our 
relationship with God?


How does the older brother's reaction resonate with you? 
How does it expose some of our fears?


How are the brothers alike in this story? In what ways do 
they both misunderstand their father?


Easter story 

What particularly connects with you in this image of God 
that Jesus paints?


How does this story resonate with you? Where do you find 
yourself in it?

How is this parable of grace also the Easter story?


Where in your life have you been struggling to see the 
resurrection recently? Or, where have you experienced it 
lately?


BENEDICTION:  

Resurrection always comes to find us. 
Like a father looking for lost children, 
Like Jesus looking for his shocked and doubting friends. 
Working its way into the world through every sun-drenched 
day,   
Every tender word, every simple gift, every generous smile, 
Every return of spring, every story told well, 
Every resilient heart, every quiet soul at the end of its 
strength, 
Til we come to see that in these, resurrection is so much 
more fact than fiction - a truth at the centre of all things - 
Because Christ has brought it to us, wherever we are.  

This Eastertide,  
May you begin to look for and trust the resurrection in life’s 
plot twists. 
May you catch a glimpse of a life not wasted or merely 
survived 
And may you be swept up in the truth that you are always 
welcome at the table - at the celebration party God is forever 
throwing for all who’ve been brought to life. 
A life in fact, that - like a father, in this great story I heard - 
God’s already given to you. 


