
Series: Parables of Grace Week 6 
Inglewood Commons 
Text: Luke 18:1-8 and Luke 19:37-44.
 
SUMMARY: 

As we enter Holy Week, we continue our journey in the Parables 
of Grace - stories told by Jesus (often in response to a question) 
that intended to catch the audience off guard.  Over the past six 
weeks, we've looked at how our lostness reveals God's 
character as gracious, how our shameless audacity to come to 
God in our need moves the Divine to action, and how like a 
mustard seed, Grace will do its job when planted. 
Today we are looking at the parable of the unjust judge, or the 
persistent widow, and how on Palm Sunday Jesus chooses a 
different path than the one that was expected from him. 

Discussion questions follow the sections of the sermon; feel free 
to explore one or two sections in-depth or go through as many 
questions as want to cover. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

All Great Stories 
What stories have you connected with most in this series and 
why?

In what ways have some of those stories disrupted your ideas of 
God, or maybe encouraged you to change the way you 
remember, tell or shape your own story?

Have you ever had the experience of hearing the Divine through 
a story that caught you off guard or through something that 
happened in your life and became a sort of parable for you 
personally? 

An Unjust Judge
Read Luke 18:1-8.  
Note that the story follows a "from lesser to greater" pattern that 
Luke likes to use.

What is the setting of the parable? 



Who are the main characters and what does Jesus want us to 
know about them? 
Do you notice anything striking about the description of the 
characters, their actions or motivations? Anything else that 
helps us to understand what the parable is about?

What parallels do you see between this parable and the parable 
about the unhelpful friend? 

What does this parable tell us about God? And how is this 
parable a parable of Grace?

Why do we struggle with the idea of God being an unjust judge 
who does not give anyone what they deserve?

What God Finds

Why do you think Jesus ends the parable with a question (Lk 
18:8): "However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on the earth?"

Read Luke 19: 37-44.
What emotions and reactions do you notice about Jesus' entry 
into Jerusalem, that first Palm Sunday? Why such a contrast?

What connection do you see between Jesus' reaction when he 
sees Jerusalem and his question at the end of the parable? 

How does Jesus change our image of the God who judges us?

What could it look like for you to have faith this week? Where do 
you need Grace as we enter Holy week and head towards 
Easter Sunday?

HIGHLIGHT: 

On Tuesday and Thursday, the Kensington parish will be open 
from 9am-9pm for a drop in self-guided Stations of The Cross 
experience. 

BENEDICTION: 

If you are willing to look, and patient enough to search, 
You will discover that the Divine has in fact come to find you.
Not to judge us guilty and broken and lost. Though we are.
But to carry us toward God’s good future.
Where we will get what we surely don’t deserve -
A way of peace and life beyond our imagination.
Amen.


