
Series: Parables of Grace Week Five
Inglewood Commons 
Read: Luke 13:10-21  
 
SUMMARY
Last week we looked at the parable of the unhelpful friend to 
discover that grace is found in the places we come to at the end 
of ourselves when we are stuck in our worst moments, and that 
only shameless audacity - our weakness and our hope that God is 
good - opens the door of grace. 

Today we are exploring Luke 13 where Jesus heals on a Sabbath 
and shows the connection between grace and the kingdom of 
God. 

The questions are grouped under the sermon headings; feel free 
to explore a section or two in depth, or move through as many or 
as few questions as you’d like. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Context is Everything 
Read Luke 13:10-21.


The context has power to influence how the words are heard and 
interpreted.


Consider the setting in which the two parables describing the 
kingdom are told. 


What do you notice about it? 

Who are the main characters? 

What happens?

Is there any significance in the location Luke mentions?

What attitudes or emotional responses do you observe and what 
causes them? 


What do you think is the issue here? And why is it an issue?


Have you ever been (or maybe seen someone) in a situation 
where rules or expectations prevented you or somebody else 
from experiencing grace?


Alternatively, talk about how our rules/expectations get created 
and handled in our social context, or a context of a church, and 
how they sometimes do not let people experience grace. Maybe 
some of your expectations have been challenged lately?




What Seeds Do 

Why do you think Jesus chooses to talk about the kingdom of 
God?


Scott mentioned in his sermon, quoting Jeremie Clyde and Robert 
Farrar Capon, that seeds do their job often regardless of the 
methods by which they are planted and tended. 


How does this imagery of seeds resonate with your experience of 
faith and spirituality?


Mustard 

Jesus is alluding to prominent imagery in the Jewish imagination 
that goes back to the exilic prophets. Compare Luke 13:18-19 
with Ezekiel 17:22-23:


“‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will take a shoot 
from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender 
sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will 
produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. 
Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade 
of its branches.”  

What is similar and what is different about the two images? 


Why do you think Jesus chooses to go with mustard instead of 
cedar? 


Gracing 
Consider the second parable Jesus tells. 


What connects the imagery of both stories, mustard seed and 
yeast?


How do these metaphors respond to the issue that the religious 
leaders raised?


What do these two short illustrations tell you about grace that you 
would like to take with you into the next week? 


BENEDICTION 

May you be reminded that Grace is more than a thing; it is a state 
of being. 
A place we come to where we accept God’s kind and generous 
gifts.  
And that Grace is what we do what we do  
When we share kind words with a friend who’s grieving. 
It’s our tender embraces to the resistant and awkward people in 
our life. 
It’s our creative expressions, pressed out through our own anxiety 
and fear. 
It’s found in our fierce contention for others’ safety, and others’ 
wellbeing and flourishing. 
Seeds planted in the soil, 
Yeast mixed into the dough of life, 
With promises of health and healing and feasting for all. 

May you grace well this week.  


