
Series: Parables of Grace Lent Week Four
Inglewood Commons 
 
Read: Luke 11: 1-10  
 
SUMMARY: 
We continue making our way through the parables of grace, 
allowing those stories to speak to us about God’s grace in new 
and unexpected ways. So far we have looked at the stories of 
the lost sheep, the unforgiving servant and the good Samaritan. 
Today we are looking at the story of the unhelpful friend and 
how God’s grace seeks to redefine our categories and 
assumptions about our relationship with the Divine.

The questions are groups based on the sermon sections, feel 
free to spend time in one section or go through as many as 
you’d like. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Looking Back
What have been some of the highlights from this series for you 
so far? 
How have you been encouraged or challenged to see God or 
God’s grace differently?

How to Pray
Read Luke 11:1-10. 

What is the immediate context in which Luke situates the 
parable? 

What has been your experience like with learning how to pray? 
Have you ever asked anyone to teach you about prayer? Are 
there any ways of praying that you find particularly meaningful?

“Prayer is talking to God about what we are doing together.” 
How does this definition of prayer by Dallas Willard resonate 
with you?

Based on this description, what moments, instances, spaces, 
and everyday acts of prayer have been present in your life 
lately? 

Reciprocity
In the ancient world, and still today, smaller communities survive 
as people recognize their reliance on each other and the need 
for reciprocity. 
Have you ever experienced this type of reciprocal relationships 
in community or your friendships? And what has it been like? 



Have you ever seen your relationship with God through the lens 
of reciprocity? 

In what ways do you think this idea of persistence has affected 
your imagination of faith and devotion? Or, maybe it hasn’t? 

An Unhelpful Friend

At the beginning of the series, we mentioned that one of the 
helpful ways to read Jesus’ parables is to identify with the 
characters in the story. 

In this story, who do you identify with more: the friend who is 
seeking help in the night or with the neighbour who’s reluctant to 
help? Have you ever been in those situations and how did they 
unfold?
How does the imagery of this unhelpful friend connect (or does 
not connect) with your view of the Divine? 

Anaideia

Consider Luke 11:8-10. 

Anaideia is the word translated here as “shameless audacity,” 
and it was primarily used in demonstratively negative 
occurrences: recklessness, injustice, having no self-control, 
being anxious, afraid, deceitful, harsh, having no morals, being 
wasteful and being betrayed, etc. 

The early Christian thinkers and translators believed that by 
using the word anaideia in this parables (v.8)  Jesus must have 
been talking about the neighbour’s persistence, based on what 
he continues to say in vv.9-10.

How does reading this parable with v.8 being about the 
shameless need for help shift the focus of the story from 
persistence to grace? How does it help us see the Divine 
differently?

Shameless Audacity 
At this point in your life, where do you sense that God is inviting 
you to this kind of shameless audacity, honesty about who you 
are and who you want to be? 

What will you take with you from this story into this next week of 
Lent? 

BENEDICTION FROM THE SERMON:

May you hear again Jesus’ instructions on how to pray. Simple 
though they are: 
Let your kingdom come - because it’s better. 
Give us daily bread - because you’re generous, not because 
we’ve earned it. 
Forgive us - and help us to move past keeping score of our hurt 
and pain. 

And may you see that Grace isn’t what happens to people who 
have a reciprocal relationship with the Divine, with their 
accounts all in good standing, and good behaviour somehow 
bringing them what’s best. 

But instead, that Grace is the place we come to,  
Often in the dark and desperation, 
Where we realize that we never had things together anyway,  
And that there’s no shame in that 
Because God’s already opened the door to meet us there.


